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The Road to Heaven 
By Rev. W. A. (Billy) Sunday 


The road to heaven is not by the bathtub, or Harvard, or Yale, but by 
Christ’s blood. The world to-day is trying to crucify the fundamentals of 
religion, and somebody has got to get the world back to its moorings. 

The tendency in your day and mine is to crucify the fundamentals of 
religion. Social service, in its place, is a road to Jesus Christ, but some- 
body needs to cry out like a watchman to call people back to the funda- 
mentals. I believe in books, but I don’t believe that they can take the 
place of faith. I  be- lieve in construction and 
instruction so long as they make people realize that 
they need, also, something else—the Lord. 

The United States leads . all other nations in crime. 
What we must do is to ; cleanse the heart. A 
dressed-up body covering ates a black heart is like a nice 
parlor with a pole-cat in it. The gospel brings a 
man into the way of Nis obeying the law, and the 
gospel is a matter of civ- ey ilization. The scholar says 
that the remedy lies in a universal system of edu- 
cation. Forget it! The remedy lies in a pure 
heart. I believe thorough- ly in education, but that 
won’t do the trick. It is “BILLY” SUNDAY the church’s business to 
knock out sin and work for salvation, and when 
churches turn into amuse- ment bureaus it is time 
for them to shut up. They call me illiterate and crude and vulgar, but 
I preach Jesus, and the crowd flocks to hear me, while the man that is 
preaching Schopenhauer and Annheuser-Busch talks his ethics to paint 
and varnish. 


There is no substitute for the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
The church that preaches only doctrines may be evangelical, but it is not 
evangelistic. An evangelical church is a church on ice; an evangelistic 
church is a church on fire. You might as well turn out the sun and light 


a tallow candle in the heavens as to think that a man can be saved by 
any other method than by faith in Jesus Christ. 
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729—What Is Our Practice? 

Question—What is the general practice in receiving 
members into the Christian Church upon confession 
of faith? 

Usually candidates for church member- 
ship appear before the church and answer 
certain questions pertaining to their faith 
and purpose. These are usually propound- 
ed by the pastor. If answers are satisfac- 
tory, the church votes to receive the persons 
into full fellowship and are ready for serv- 
ice, so far as their relationship to the 
church is concerned. Baptism follows as 
soon after being received into church mem- 
bership as may be convenient. There is no 
absolute rule, each pastor and church ar- 
ranging the matter as to them may seem 
best. 





730—An Altar Service 

Questions—Do we as a people practice what is 
known as an altar service, or do we not? 

The practice is not uniform among us. 
Some use the altar service and some: do 
not. Personally, I think the altar service, 
if wisely used, is very helpful, not that it 
has in it the merit of salvation, but assists 
the penitent to get away from distracting 
and confusing elements and brings him 
face to face with his sins in the light of 
the Savior of the world. Being brought 
face to face with his sins gives him such 
a sense of his unworthiness as will help him 
to lean only on Jesus Christ for salvation. 
I think the altar is to be desired, though 
there are people among us who do not so 


regard it. 





731—The Sinless Life 

Question—If a man is born of the Spirit can he 
live a sinless life? If so, why? If not, why not? 
Do not the following Scriptures teach the affirmative 
of this question ?—Psa. 87: 87 ; Matt. 5: 48; 1 Cor. 2: 6. 
a if we have a sinless life, is it also a faultless 

You have stepped on disputed ground, 
where the devil will fight you with all his 
might. However, since you have asked me, 
I must be true to the truth in answering, 
at least so far as I know the truth. To do 
less, just because the truth is unpopular, 
would be a detestable act on my part. I 
cannot undertake to please this or that man 
in answering, but will do my best to “plum 
the track” to the line. 

Yes, I think there is a sense in which 
a person who is born of the Spirit cannot 
sin, but it is not what is generally under- 
stood on this matter, and yet very close of 
kin to it. Turn to 1 John 3:9 and read: 
“Whosoever is born of God doth not com- 
mit sin; for-his seed remaineth in him: and 
he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” 
That is very plain language, the language 
of inspiration, and it. must mean something, 
and if it mean anything, it most likely 
means what it says. The passages you 
quote in your question seem to support the 
view given by John. Some will meet me 
with this sort of explanation, although it 
does not explain at all: “It is true John 
does say these strange words, but as a mat- 
ter of fact, we know that no one lives that 
way.” Then do you take human conduct 
as your standard of truth rather than the 


Word of God? We say with one of old: 
“Let God be true and every man a liar.” 
There is a sense-in which that passage is 
true, and as such it deserves our earnest 
study. Stop and think seriously and prayer- 
fully. If a man is born of God, he has the 
divine life in him, pulsating through his be- 
ing. Do you think that such a man would 
go out and sin knowingly and deliberately, 
sin against the God who had given him 
this wonderful life? Be careful how you 
answer. 

I can give you the same rule in another 
sphere of human conduct and you will not 
hesitate, I think, to accept it at once, not- 
withstanding the principle is the same in 
each case. Let me see if I can. A truthful 
man cannot lie, not that he has not the 
physical power to do so, if he should choose 
to do it, but he cannot lie because his very 
being is filled with the truth, and he cannot 
remain true to the truth and still tell a 
lie. You must admit that. Well, let me try 
another illustration of the idea. An honest 
man cannot cheat, for his honesty remains 
in him and he cannot cheat, because he is 
an honest man; You must admit that is 
true. Well, then, why is it not true that who- 
soever is born of God cannot sin, and he 
cannot because he is born of God, and 
therefore has the divine life in him, and 
the strength of that life keeps him from 
sinning, just as the principles of truth and 
honesty keep a man from lying or cheating. 
If a man should lie every now and then, 
would you call him a truthful man? Ifa 
man were to cheat his neighbors about ev- 
ery time he got a chance to do so, would 
you class him as an honest man? How 
could you? You see it is said that whoso- 
ever is born of God does not commit sin, 
not that he has not the physical strength 
to do so, but because the spiritual strength 
which has come to him through the life he 
received in the new birth will not allow him 
to do it any more than the truth will let a 
man lie, or honesty will let a man cheat. 
Is not the one as plain and as reasonable 
as the other? If not, why not? Can you 
give a reason? 

Again you ask: “If we have a sinless 
life, is it also a faultless life?” The sinless 
life is the ideal to which God in Christ is 
calling us. Many of us fail to reach the 
ideal, no doubt about that, and we fail be- 
cause we do not walk closely with God. It 
was when Peter followed Christ afar off 
that he sinned and denied his Master. It 
is when some of us do the same thing in 
some other way, that we fail and sin, but 
you see when we sin, we have given up the 
life that does not sin, and so we have lost 
immensely. We are weak physically, men- 
tally, and spiritually, and because of this 
fact many faults appear in our lives, but a 
fault is not necessarily a sin. Let me illus- 
trate: I am sent down the street on er- 
rands. I forget one and when I come back, 
all I can say is, I forgot it! The mere 
failure of the memory is not a sin in itself. 
Let me go again. I am sent on errands, 
but as I go, I wickedly determine I will not 
attend to them all—that I will attend to all 


but one, and that one I will not look after. 
On my return, I render an account of all 
but one errand, and when I come to that, I 


say, “Really, I forgot it.” Would that be 
a mere fault, or would it be a sinful act? 
In one case the act was one of forgetful- 
ness, in the other it was the result of a 
wicked purpose not to do it. I think there 
is a great deal of difference in the two: 
one was a fault due to an oversight; the 
other was a sin, due to a determined pur- 
pose not to do it. 

The Scriptures teach us that Jesus is able 
to keep us from falling (into sin)—that is 
His keeping power for this life, while we 
are weak and full of faults. The same 
verse tells us that He will present us fault- 
less before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy (Jude 24). That shows us 
that He will keep us as long as we will 
stand true to His Word, and that in the 
midst of our faults, and this we know be- 
cause He at once says He will present us 
faultless before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy. We shall thus get 
clear of our faults only when we come into 
the presence of His glory. When we do 
not sin, it is because we are kept from 
falling, not that we have not the mere 
physical power to do wrong, but. because the 
divine life which we received in the new 
birth, holds us back from sin. This is my 
view of the question you have asked. May 
the Lord use it to help many of our readers: 
to see how reasonable God’s way for the 
believer in this life. He is our help and 
our strength. Doubtless many will regard 
this as going too far in the Christian life. 
Let me say to every one who feels thus, I 
prefer to go my full length in the right direc- 
tion, rather than come short of it by going 
even a little in the wrong direction. Be 
sure you are right and then go ahead. 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


J. Pressley Barrett, Editor 


THE MAN WHO “LOSES HIS HEAD” 


N ordinary language we speak of the 

man who is swept off the feet of his 

good judgment by some passing excite- 

ment as the man who “loses his head.” 
These men may mean well, but they cannot 
be depended upon in the time of some great 
emergency—they are too easily swept off 
their base and carried with the wild tumult. 
While we put up with such men, we do not 
depend on them in the time of some great 
revolution or some desperate storm in hu- 
man passion, and do not for the reason they 
cannot depend on themselves for good, steady 
work, supported ‘by real backbone. 

What is true of individuals is also true 
of nations. The nation which is “unhorsed” by 
some passing excitement, must stand among 
nations much as an individual of that kind 
stands among his fellows, regarded with a 
degree of uncertainty that adds nothing to 
its good name among nations of real 
strength of character. If a disposition in 
the individual renders him unreliable in the 
time of some crisis, will not the same dis- 
position in a nation do the same thing for 
the nation. We think of the man who is 
cool and careful in what he says and does, 
when others are in a flurry, as a man we 
would like to have to stand by us in the 
time of a critical situation, and that is the 
way we think of a nation of like disposition. 

We fear that at least some parts of our 
nation are showing a most unfortunate dis- 
position just at this critical time in the his- 
tory of the world, for we are standing at 
the parting of the ways in the welfare of 
humanity, and if ever we needed to exercise 
most thoughtful judgment it is now, for a 
misstep to-day may undo us for the higher 
and holier ends of our government for years 
to come. We are indeed passing through a 
crisis, well calculated to put this nation to 
a thorough test, and a test of far-reaching 
consequences in the history of the future. 
A misstep now, even though it be due to a 
lack of judgment, or to an unsteady nation- 
al poise, will bring to us most serious prob- 
lems for the next fifty years. 

We have just broken with Germany, and 
yet a part of our people seem to be copying 
after Germany to the fullest extent of which 
they are capable. They deplore the military 
spirit of Germany, and yet they are rushing 
to bring our country to possess the same 
military spirit. Because the world seems 
to have gone war-mad, it seems that some 
of our people feel we, too, must get into 
the game and go war-mad also. They con- 
demn Germany for her military spirit, and 
yet they are seeking to lead our nation to 
do the same thing. Why? Oh, it is done 
in the name of preparedness. We do not 
dispute the fact that in the present state of 
human society, it may be wise and even 
necessary to make some preparation for the 
defense of our country, in case we should 
be attacked, but we do not believe for one 
moment that that fact should induce us to 
go helter-skelter into militarism and seek to 
make our people a match for Germany in 
the same line. 
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It is argued that preparedness is the best 
means of preserving peace. That may be 
true, but we think tangible evidence to sup- 
port that plea is lacking. When a man gets 
ready for business he is likely to have a 
desire to go into the business for which he 
has prepared himself. The same is most 
likely true of a nation. On this point we 
have tangible evidence. Three years ago 
Europe was at peace, but to-day she is in 
the death-grip of the worst war of all the 
ages from the creation till now. Who is 
responsible for bringing on that war? What 
nation was most ready to go to war three 
years ago? It was the one nation among 
all the European nations which was most 
thoroughly prepared, who sounded the first 
war bugle and called its people to charge 
Belgium with the missiles of death. We 
cannot say that the unprepared nations of 
Europe precipitated the war—how could 
they? They were not ready to fight. There 
was no temptation to them to make war, 
but there was a temptation, a big tempta- 
tion, to the one nation which was ready for 
the day of battle, and under that tempta- 
tion she went at it, till to-day we read of 
the most bloody war in history, and as we 
see it, the terrible international spasm now 
in progress is the direct outgrowth of being 
ready to fight. It is useless to dispute the 
fact that the man or the nation which has 
made full preparation to do a certain work 
is naturally anxious to proceed, and therein 
is the danger of preparedness. 

Now the cry, we had almost written the 
hysterical cry, of a part of our people 
is for universal military training. We re- 
joice that the President of the United 
States, though he favors necessary prepar- 
edness for defense, is opposed to universal 
military training, and we wish it might be 
the pleasure of the people of this govern- 
ment to stand with him in his opposition— 
we do not need universal military training. 
Universal military training will mean war 
—war which will reach just as far as the 
training has reached. This no Christian 
country can afford. Look at Germany with 
her military training. Then look at Ger- 
many swept by the destruction of war— 
Germany’s prostration to-day is the out- 
growth of universal military training. 
These men who are crying out for universal 
military training are using some detestable 
means to gain their end. As illustrating 
what we mean, we call attention to what 
they are doing in Chicago, in an effort to 
put all of our high school boys into military 
training. We blush with shame for such 
a course, and sincerely wish the good sense 
of the common people may yet prevail to 
defeat the effort. The Northwestern Chris- 
tian Advocate tells the story as follows: 

The Chicago Board of Education has 
finally decided to buy guns and uniforms to 
put in the hands and upon the backs of all 
high schools boys who will volunteer. To 
this end an army officer has been conduct- 
ing a recruiting campaign along spectacular 


lines, with the result that possibly = per 
cent. of the boys of the different schools 
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have volunteered. After painting in allur- 
ing colors the delights of military training, 
the soldier dramatically calls for the boys 
to “get into the game” and “do a man’s 
work,” adding that only “young men with 
backbone” apply. After this the call is 
made for the uplifted hand, and the regis- 
tration is immediately effected. Granting 
that there are advantages in a system of 
military training, there is serious question 
of its propriety at this particular point in 
the world’s history. The schools of Chicago, 
as well as of other cities, have been equip- 
ped at an expenditure of many hundreds of 
thousands of dollars with physical-training 
quarters, including gymnasiums, swimming 
pools, and apparatus. Professional physical 
directors are employed to give careful at- 
tention to the students; and now, after all 
this investment, an entirely different sys- 
tem is to be adopted that will be of no more 
physical value than the gymnasium, and re- 
sult in the creation of a sentiment that is 
wholly unnecessary at this time. 

_ The young men who have elected to con- 
tinue their training along the physical 
culture lines will probably be made objects 
of ridicule, with the result that many more 
will be forced by the sentiment of their fel- 
lows into recruiting in the ranks. This is 
but the first step toward a larger militaris- 
tic regime. It would be a great deal better 
to teach boys to play boys’ games, as a 
writer in the Chicago Herald states, than 
to teach them to play a man’s game. Time 
alone will reveal the blunder of our Chieage 
Board of Education in thus arming its 
youth and giving unnecessary emphasis to 
the militaristic idea. i 





DEATH OF STEPHEN MERRITT 


Rev. Stephen Merritt, of New York City, 
passed away January 29, 1917, in his 
eighty-fourth year. He was one of the 
most remarkable men of his day. He was 
one of the few men who have been able to 
succeed at the same time both in business 
and in the ministry. He was a Methodist 
preacher and an undertaker, and in both 
he made a great success. As a minister he 
served churches with great success and as 


.@ business man he was such a success in 


the undertaking business that he was chos- 
en as the undertaker in the burial of Gen. 
U. S. Grant. He kept an open chapel by, 
the side of his place of business which was 
much of the time open day and night every 
day through the week. He was also a 
leading Mason, having gone to the top 
notch in the order, but when he came to his 
best experience as a Christian, he re- 
nounced Masonry. This was in 1893, at 
a public meeting under the auspices of the 
National Christian Association in the Re- 
formed Presbyterian church in New York 
City. On this occasion he delivered his 
first address after renouncing the Masonie 
fraternity. In giving his reasons for his 
course in withdrawing from the lodge, he 
said a brother member of the lodge was 
very sick and supposed to be dying, and 
when he (Stephen Merritt) came to the 
bedside of the sick man, visiting him, the 
sick man said to him that he had trusted 
to his teaching in the lodge for salvation, 
but that now he was dying ungaved and 
facing eternity without Christ, and that 
Stephen Merritt was to blame for his lost 
condition. Mr. Merritt at once got on his 
knees and asked the Lord to spare this man, 
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promising that if He did, he would leave 
the lodge at once. The Lord raised the man 
up and Mr. Merritt kept his word, and nev- 
er afterward lost an opportunity to bear 
emphatic testimony against secrecy of all 
kinds. In that address he told how the 
lodge would adjourn and go to a brother 
Mason’s saloon and drink rum, and then 
he declared that the Masonic Lodge made 
more drunkards than the churches made 
converts in the territory where they both 
operated. 

Many preachers, like Mr. Merritt, are 
members of the lodges of the day in which 
they live and in the communities where they 
preach, and we shall not be surprised if 
some of them should have an experience 
akin to that of Mr. Merritt in the matter 
of counseling a dying man and should be 
accused as the dying man accused Mr. Mer- 
ritt, they, too, might act as Mr. Merritt did. 
The lodge may serve some purposes, but it 
does not help men to come into the Chris- 
tian life, neither does it fit men for the day 
of death. We fear that many men are al- 
lowing the lodge system to make them lean 
on a broken stick for salvation, as it was in 
the case of the man Mr. Merritt visited. 
These facts we have gathered from Rev. J. 
T. Logan, who says he was present and 
heard Mr. Merritt make the statement. We 
give it to our readers that they may take 
warning, in case they need it, for we confess 
‘we should not like to face eternity with such 
a testimony against us from the lips of a 
dying man. 

We had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Mer- 
ritt personally and being associated with 
him in Christian work on the occasion of 
visits to the city of New York, Nyack, and 
Norfolk. He was a great power in Chris- 
tian work. We recall that on one occasion we 
sought his help in solving a spiritual prob- 
lem. Just when we were expecting him 
to help, he declined, saying he could not help 
us. He was wiser than many of us. He 
saw the need we had just then was to take 
our trouble to the Lord. He saw that if 
he began to offer help, we would lean on 
him, so he cleared the way by refusing to 
do anything. This act of his threw us on 
the Lord as our only help, and the help was 
given almost instantly. He was a wonder- 
ful man, but he was wonderful because of 
the Christ who was his Master. His life 
was full of the most stirring incidents and 
we are persuaded, if well written, it would 
be as interesting as any fiction. We sin- 
cerely wish that a true record of his life’s 
work may be well prepared and given to the 
public—it would be a mighty educator in 


spiritual things and experiences. ‘God bless 
the memory of this gifted man. 
3 3 & 
A VITAL FACT IN THE LIFE OF THE 
CHURCH 


Individuals are too often members of the 
Church without a due understanding or ap- 
preciation of what it means to be thus asso- 
ciated with the people of God. No doubt = 
large proportion of the present-day church 
members.\have no sort of a right under- 
standing-ef what it means to become a mem- 
ber of the Church. Our teaching must have 
been poor, or they have been poor learners, 
it may be that both are true in a large way. 
A question for us ministers, a question 
which we ought to answer fully and intelli- 
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gently for ourselves in order that we might 
be able to make the thought clear to our 
people, is: What is the right relation of the 
individual member to the cause of Christ? 

In what light should he view himself or 
herself as to personal relationship to the 
Christ? 

We were reading the other day in The 
Christian (London) an article in which the 
thought is- brought out very clearly, as 
follows: 


It is vital that the Church of God should 
keep perpetually before her the one great 
business for which her Lord created her 
and for which He remains with her. No 
outward success in secondary things can 
compensate for failure in the chief thing. 

Above all things, the Church must be mis- 
sionary. Wherever a Christian is placed, 
there is laid upon him the obligation to en- 
rich his neighbor with the knowledge of 
Christ and to bring to him the gospel of 
salvation. It is a failure to believe and 
practice this, that has resulted in the pres- 
ent indifference to the claims of Christ. 
Preaching has been left to a class; the rank 
and file have delegated their work to others, 
and the work which the Lord meant all 
should do remains undone. 

There is one great, all-comprehensive mis- 
sionary motive, which our Lord Himself 
enunciated—“Freely ye have received, free- 
ly give.” Everything is included in that 
one sentence; our relationship and respon- 
sibility to God and to men. “Freely ye have 
received” is a fact of experience. Nothing 
has come to us by right: all has come by 
gift. Physical, mental, social, and spiritual 
gifts have none of them been earned—all 
have been received. And yet men overlook 
the elementary fact of life. They act as if 
they had not received. 

Unthankful, boastful, proud—too many 
hold life as their own by right. This is 
both foolish and unjust. It would revolu- 
tionize many a soul to realize that life and 
grace are pure gifts, which carry the obli- 
gation to transmit the good to others. To 
be missionary is not a matter of choice, it 
is a matter of obligation. The principle of 
transmission operates in all life; it cannot 
be exchuded from the highest life of all. 
Those whom Christ has made, and redeemed 
freely, owe it to make Him known to oth- 
ers that He may remake and redeem them. 


We wish that statement might be repeat- 
ed in every church in the land once each 
Sunday till it should become thoroughly 
familiar to every church member—the main 
points are just what the church people need 
to know, need to realize, for if they do noi 
know the truths, they cannot realize their 
weight nor their importance, nor what their 
ignorance of them must mean to the men 
and women who are living in the darkness 
of sin and ignorance. Brethren in the min- 
istry, ours is the responsibility of bringing 
the church members to face this great 


~truth and then to lead them into the active 


service of making the fulness, the blessing, 
the fruitfulness of the Christian life known, 
every man and woman and child, to his next 
door neighbor. This was Jesus’ method of 
work, of spreading the gospel, and so far 
as we know, it has not only never been 
excelled—it has never been equaled. With 
all of our modern missionary machinery, we 
have no method that equals the methods 
Jesus used when among men. Let us, as 
pastors, try to bring each individual mem- 
ber. to realize -his-or her responsibility in 
the church from -this missionary stand- 
point. God has graciously given us the abil- 
ity to Christianize the world, the trouble is 
we refuse to use it, and the cause of Christ, 
as the result of our failure, languishes in 
the midst of a sinful and rebellious world. 
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The Church has the ability to win the world, 
if she will only use what God has given her 
to this end. 








Mentionings 








*** “Strengthened in God” brings a mes- 
sage of blessing—see page 8. 


*** Miss Minnie Beeman puts an im- 
portant matter to our readers in this issue 
with point. 


*** In this issue is an Open Letter ad- 
dressed to the officers of The American 
Christian Convention. It deserves atten- 
tion. 


*** The Shepherd and Tovey Evangelis- 
tic Party is now at New Liberty, near Cyn- 
thiana, Indiana, in a revival. See Brother 
Shepherd’s letter in field news. 


*** Rev. William Flammer is assisting 
Rev. W. H. Denison and the Memorial 
Christian Temple in a series of revival 
meetings. May the Lord give them a 
gracious meeting and a great ingathering. 


*** A correspondent wishes to know the 
location of the Christian Church, Colum- 
bus, O. It is located on West Fifth Ave., in 
the northern part of the city—a little west 
of High Street. Rev. H. Russell Jay, who 
lives at 83 W. Fifth Ave., is pastor. 


*** Rev. D. A. Long, D. D., is in Tampa, 
Florida, disposing of real estate, prepara- 
tory to giving his whole time to the minis- 
try. Now, there is a chance for some of our 
pastorless churches to get a pastor. Ad- 
dress him at Lake Alfred, Fla. 


*** Does the climate of the Buckeye 
State act as an opiate on the nerves of our 
good brother, Rev. E. D. Hammond? He is 
almost as still as the proverbial mouse—we 
mean so far as the brotherhood knows. 
Doubtless he is busy in his new field. 


*** Two tabernacle meetings are now in 
progress in Dayton—one in Riverdale, led 
by Rev. I. E. Honeywell and party, and the 
other in the eastern part of the city—led by 
Rev. Bro. Bromley and party. The meet- 
ings are just beginning and large results 
are looked for in the near future. 


*** Rev. D. G. Pleasant, with Rev. G. 
R. Van Zant assisting, is in a meeting now 
at New Carlisle. Good interest and fine 
attendance so far in the meeting. Pray for 
us, brethren, that the Lord may use us to 
build up His work in the New Carlisle com- 
munity.—G. 


*** We regret the serious illness of Mrs. 
C. A. McDaniel, wife of Rev. C. A. Mc- 
Daniel, Milford, N. J. For several weeks 
she has been confined to her room. While 
she is slowly improving, it will be several 
weeks yet before she can resume her usual 
activities. 


*** Just before going to press we receiv- 
ed the following telegram: “Springfield, 
Ohio, Feb. 26, 1917. Enthusiastic crowds, 
a hundred chorus, large orchestra. Hof-’ 
meister and Thompson are strong men.— 
C. A. Tracy, President Southern Evan- 
gelistic Association.” ‘We presume this re- 
fers to the meeting at South Solon, Ohio. 
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*** This is the way to look upon a re- 
vival in the church. Rev. DeK. Judy says: 
“We consider our revival as just begun and, 
health permitting, by the grace and power 
of the Holy Ghost, we will continue to gar- 
ner souls throughout the year.” 


*** With Rev. R. A. Lewis, President of 
the Southern Iowa Christian Conference, we 
are in special meetings in the Griswold, 
Iowa, Christian church. The church had 
been without public worship for more than 
three years.—Rev. John A. Dillon, Griswold, 
Towa. 


*** In the Province of Alberta, Canada, 
the four largest towns now under dry rule, 
the following facts appear: In 1915, under 
wet rule, in these four towns there were 
1,118 arrests; in 1916, under dry rule, there 
were only 150 arrests, almost a thousand 
less without liquor than with it. Let us 
speed the day of prohibition. 


*** Rev. David E. Millard, D. D., now 
almost ninety years of age, in closing a note 
to the editor, says: “For no man knows, 
on the morrow, whether we two pass by, or 
one alone.” How true! We go one by. one, 
but we go rapidly. It seems that yesterday 
we were boys, but to-day we seem to be old 
men, hastening to lay our armor down. 


*** The little church at Chambersburg, 
weak financially but brave in hope, seems 
to be taking on new life. Since the recent 
revival, when so many were blessed, they 
have decided to build a parsonage, and have 
already raised a good portion of the money. 
That speaks well for the work under Bro. 
Van Zant, and we wish them great success. 


*** Good, indeed! The Rocky Mountain 
Club of New York City had raised five 
hundred thousand dollars for the building 
of a magnificent club house for its own 
occupancy, but when seeing the need of the 
starving in Europe, these gentlemen aban- 
doned the idea of building for the present 
and gave the five hundred thousand dollars 
for the relief of the Belgians. A worthy 
act of which they will never be ashamed. 


*** As a fact I have never been much, if 
anything of a denominationalist. The spir- 
itual life, non-sectarian exegesis and the like 
have been my lines of work.—C. M. Jones. 
Would that we might have more of the non- 
sectarian work along all lines of Christian 
effort. We must not sacrifice the truth 
knowingly, but we can be true to the truth 
and yet be brotherly toward Christian peo- 
ple whose opinions do not agree with our 
own. 


*** To our dear brother, Rev. J. E. Etter, 
Troy, Ohio, will be given much sympathy 
in the death of his father, who passed away 
peacefully on Sunday morning, February 
25, 1917. We have no particulars pertain- 
ing to his departure beyond the mere an- 
nouncement of the fact. His home was 
near Covington, Ohio, where we presume he 
was when the end came. THE HERALD ex- 


tends sincere sympathy to the sorrowing 
family and friends. 
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*** Rev. C. A. McDaniel, pastor of our 
chureh at Milford, N. J., recently held a 
series of revival services, assisted by Rev. 
A. Victor Lightbourne, who did the preach- 
ing and gave a fine line of sermons, awak- 
ening a widespread interest in the church 
and community. Though depressed and 
necessarily hindered by the serious illness 
of Mrs. McDaniel, Bro. McDaniel is in good 
spirits, as is attested by a sentence intended 
to be private, as follows: “I thank God and 
take courage, for I am resting on His 
precious promises and the leading of the 
gracious Holy Spirit. Pray for us.” 


*** Tf you wish to read an interesting, 
informing, and heartening message, turn to 
page 12 of this issue, and see what the 
Lord does for a church when once the peo- 
ple of that church fall in with the Lord’s 
ways. The Newmarket church had been 
carrying a debt for years. They felt they 
must have the help of indirect methods for 
raising money, but the debt remained. Dr. 
Kirkland, their pastor, persuaded them to 
give up indirect methods and try the direct 
method of giving freely, and the debt was 
paid off very quickly, and a great revival 
followed at once. We wish several hundred 
of our churches could learn the same lesson 
and so get like blessings. 


*** Some years ago our church in this 
In 
the name of union, he induced our people 
and the 
tically destroyed our church and made of 
the united body, not a church, but a club, 
where the teaching was against our posi- 
tion—it was taught that the Bible is not 
inspired, that Jesus is not divine, that there 
is no heaven and no hell.—X. Better have 
no church than such a church as that, and 
surely better have no preacher than one 
who teaches such error as is reported to 
have been taught in that union club. Let us 
have the Church of Jesus Christ and not a 
substitute for it. It is pitiable to see how 
unthinking people can be led by the artful, 
designing man. If you must have a club 
in the community, do not call it by the name 
of church. If you wish a church of Jesus 
Christ, then have a church of Jesus Christ, 
or nothing. No imitation of the church will 
do—we need the real institution or nothing. 


place was wrecked by our own pastor. 


church to unite. 
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*** Rev. Philip Geiter, Brushton, N. Y., 
on reading our notice in a recent issue of 
THE HERALD as to The Centennial of Re- 
ligious Journalism at fifty cents a copy, 
wrote at once for a dozen copies—and they 
have been sent. That book is handsomely 
bound in cloth, green and gold, has 654 
pages, and is a kaleidoscope of the Christian 
Church—every turn gives you another view. 
There is hardly a congregation among our 
people in which from six to twelve copies can 
not be disposed of quickly, if they are prop- 
erly presented to the people. The name of 
the book necessarily links it with a religious 
newspaper, but as a matter of fact, it is a 
presentation of one hundred years of the 


Christian Church as well as the newspapers. 
The fifty cents now charged for it is not 
half the cost. Even the postage, which we 
prepay, will average over one-third of the 
fifty cents the House charges for it. If 
you ever expect to own a copy, and every 
Christian home ought to own one, now is 
your time to get it, for when this edition is 
sold no more will be printed. If you wish 
one, six, or a dozen, order at once. 


*** Do your pastor’s trousers need 
mending? If so, Where? Answer that 
question definitely and it may tell the story 
of his success or of his failure in the min- 
istry. The Biblical Recorder explains how 
this is by saying: “There is a good moral 
in the following fine little story which comes 
from the Western Christian Union through 
the Sunday School Times: ‘Two pastors’ 
wives were visiting together. One said: “I 
don’t know what we will do—my husband is 
so discouraged. Somehow his people do not 
care to hear him preach, and our salary is 
far behind. My husband feels so blue that 
he does not like to visit the people and pray 
with them, and so he sits around at home 
nearly all the time.” The other sister said: 
“We are getting along fine. My husband 
spends much of his time visiting, and the 
people like to have him kneel and pray with 
them in their homes. Our congregations are 
always good, and our salary is paid up 
promptly.” While the two sisters were talk- 
ing they were mending trousers. One was 
mending her husband’s trousers at the seat, 
the other was mending her husband’s trous- 
ers at the knees.’” 


*** Through the Norfolk Virginian, of 
February 21, we learn of the death of Mrs. 
Rebecca Pearce, mother-in-law of Rev. W. 
W. Staley, Suffolk, Va., who died at her 
home near Franklinton, N. C., very recent- 
ly. It was on January 5th that her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. W. W. Staley, passed away, and 
now in so short a time, the aged and be- 
loved mother follows the daughter into the 
spirit world. Mrs. Pearce was indeed a 
remarkable personality—she was of Hugue- 
not descent. A full sketch of her life was 
published in THE HERALD, Dec. 13, 1912. 
As a citizen she was first class, and as the 
head of a home, rearing a fine family, she 
was easily one of a few women in the State. 
She was remarkable for her strength of 
character and the vigor of her life, being 
well along in the last decade of a hundred 
years. She was remarkable, too, for her 
general information. She was also easily 
one of the best read women of the State in 
which she lived. She maintained an active 
interest in the affairs of the day to within 
a very short time before her death, and pos- 
sibly to the last. It is quite certain that not 
a dozen women in the State were so well 
posted on the present world war and gener- 
al conditions as she was. Her information 
was generally very accurate. She filled an 
important place in her day and generation 
and filled it well. To her family and friends 
of her wide acquaintance, THE HERALD ex- 
tends sincere sympathy. 
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The Foreign Mission Collection-The Every-Member Canvass 
By Rev. J. G. Bishop, D. D., Mission Agent 


“Our church adopted an annual budget 
prepared by the church officials, and then, 
by an every-member canvass, took subscrip- 
tions, so much for the current expenses and 
so much for benevolences. It is generally 
understood that the benevolent fund is to 
be divided between Home Missions and 
Foreign Missions, Education, The Ameri- 
can Christian Convention, and perhaps one 
or two other objects. Now in addition to 
this, should the church be expected to take 
the Foreign Mission Collection called to be 
taken the second Sunday in March?” 


Certainly, most certainly; and not only 
the one mentioned, but the others named, in 
their proper order and time. But some one 
may say, some have had occasion to say, 
“The idea has been drilled into us that the 
design of the budget weekly plan is to 
eliminate all special collections.” 

That is about the same as if the good 
housewife, with her husband, prepares a 
budget covering the necessary table ex- 
penses for the year; considering that the 
times and prices are normal, they can figure 
pretty closely what the cost will be for the 
family of a certain number; they set aside 
-or lay their plans to provide that amount 
for that necessary purpose. So far very 
well. But they now go further and decide 
that that fixed amount is all that shall be 
expended for the table for the year, that 
any and all extras for any occasion shall be 
eliminated. 

All goes well for a time, when one day, 
as Will comes in to dinner, his good wife, 
all flushed with joyful excitement, exclaims, 
“Will, I have good news to tell! I have a 
letter from Brother John, of Genoa, Ne- 
braska. He and his wife are coming to 
make us a visit. You know, we have not 
seen them since they went West thirty 
years ago.” 

They are delighted. . . . At the dinner table 
Mrs. Blank suggests: “Now, Will, you 
know this will be an extra occasion, and 
the few days they are with us will require 
a few extra dollars, for it will require not 
only more food, but we must have some 
things in quality extra from our regular 
-daily fare.” 

A season of silent thoughtfulness is brok- 
en when Will replies, “Yes, it does seem as 
if we really ought to show our appreciation 
of their visit in some suitable way, but you 
know that the amount for our daily table 
fare was fixed when we adopted our budget 
and all specials are thereby eliminated. We 
will therefore have to divide up our reg- 
ular rations and all of us manage somehow 
to get along on less.” 


See! And so for many extra occasions, 
“Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc., to eliminate 
all extra expense even for table fare, would 
be to eliminate much of the social pleasure 
and real enjoyment of life. Do you see? 


APPLICATION 


Yes, the budget and every-member can- 
vass are all right for the every-day work 
of the church and its enterprises. But these 
have not met, and will not for many years 
-at least, the ever-increasing need of our 
foreign mission work; it is that we. are 
-speaking of now. If the subject is proper- 
ly presented and the opportunity given, 


many will supplement their weekly offer- 
ings with other, and with some even larger 
offerings. 

For many years the second Sunday in 
March has been designated by The Ameri- 
can Christian Convention as the day for 
taking the foreign mission offering. 


It is worth much for all the churches to 
cooperate with each other, and in harmony 
with denominationally-authorized plans. 
There is a stimulus in the knowledge and 
realization that so many churches are do- 
ing the same thing at the same time for the 
same cause. 

This occasion furnishes a grand opportu- 
nity for the pastor and his teacher helpers 
for bringing the subject of missions, in a 
definite way, and especially our own mis- 
sions in a fresh and inspiring way, before 
the whole congregation. From a mind full 
of the facts and heart all aglow with interest 
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in our noble missionaries and their work, 
given forth with the unction of the Holy 
Spirit, there goes forth to the minds and 
hearts an inspiration that creates a joyful 
willingness to serve and to give. 

Some are looking forward for the inspira- 
tion and opportunity for contributing this 
day for foreign missions, and they will feel 
badly if in these things they are to be dis- 
appointed. 

Note this especially, there will always be 
some in the congregation, perhaps a large 
per cent. who are not contributing to mis- 
sions on the weekly plan; they will gladly 
embrace this opportunity. By all means 
give them the chance. 

The observance of this foreign mission 
period and day ought to lead to consecra- 
tion of young lives to missionary work. 

The proper observance of such days, and 
the taking of special offerings for the ob- 
jects designated by our Boards will not 
hinder the every-member-canvass plan, but 
will help to win others to the whole budget. 
Try it and see. 
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THE CHRISTIAN STATESMAN 
George Washington the Father of Our Country 


A Tribute to His Memory 


INTRODUCTION 


Lives of great men all remind us, 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And departing—leave behind us, 
Footprints on the sands of time. 
—Longfellow. 





PREFACE 


Only a few days have come and gone 
that our country, with great enthusiasm, 
celebrated the birthday of Abraham Lincoln, 
our third martyrd President, on February 
12. I was honored with a ticket to a Lin- 
coln memorial meeting, where I was pleased, 
after a good lunch, to listen to the eloquent 
speeches of our best orators, with our ami- 
able Governor Phillipp, as the first speaker, 
loved and honored by everybody. 

But when Lincoln’s birthday was cele- 
brated all over our country, we must not 
forget to celebrate the birthday of “THE 
FATHER OF OUR COUNTRY,” GEORGE 
WASHINGTON, on February 22. And 
here I would like to request the school 
authorities of our country to make Febru- 
ary 22, if not already made, a yearly holi- 
day for the children. The teachers, or other 
able speakers should speak to the children 
about Washington’s life and character. 

And here I have a few quotations from 
Washington’s spoken words, from which 
the reader can see that George Washington 
was not only a good statesman, but also a 
true Christian. 

A year ago the following article was pub- 
lished in a Milwaukee paper: 


THE RELIGION OF WASHINGTON 
To the Editor: 

Recently much was reported in the public 
press about the claim that Washington was 
not a communicant of the Church, that he 
was nota Christian believer, but a deist. 
We have answered this assertion once be- 
fore, but since then we have seen an article 
in The New York Sun in which Rev. R. H. 


By C. T. Wettstein, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


McKim, of Washington, D. C., recapitulates 
briefly the evidence upon this subject. 
Space does not permit publication of the 
whole article, but a few extracts will be of 
interest to many readers. Rev. McKim 


says: 

“The Century dictionary defines a deist 
thus: ‘One who holds that there is a God, 
but no Divine Providence governing the af- 
fairs of men; one who holds that God is not 
only distinct from the world, but also sep- 
arated from it.’ 

“Now, the doctrine of Divine Providence 
was almost a passion with Washington. He 
ascribes his escape from the perils of battle 
to Divine Providenee. He describes all his 
military successes to Divine Providence. He 
ascribes the success of the revolutionary 
cause to Divine Providence. 

“Truly, Washington, if a deist, was of a 
unique type, all alone in his class. Was it 
the habit of deists at that period to fast 
all day strictly, as Washington’s diary 
shows that he did on more than one occa- 
sion, when a public feast was proclaimed? 
Or to attend regularly upon the services of 
the Christian Church, and to insist upon 
his officers and men in the army doing the 
same? Or to practice the habit of secret 
prayer? as there is overwhelming testimony 
that he did; for example, that of his aides, 
Col. Temple, ‘Gen. Porterfield, and his 
private aon ey Robert Lewis? 

“That he 7 and diligently read the 
Bible is attested by his wife, by Mrs. Curtis, 
and others. In the absence of a chaplain, 
he himself conducted prayers in camp. In 
a private letter to Gen. Nelson he said: | 
‘The hand of Providence has been so con- 
spicuous that he must be worse than an in- 
fidel that lacks faith, and more than wicked 
that has not gratitude enough to acknowl- 
edge his obligations. 

“That Washington was a regular attend- 
ant to the Christian communion whenever 
there was a chance, we have shown in a 
previous article. In one of his state papers 
he speaks of the ‘Divine Author of our 
blessed religion.’ 

“Lassing, the historian, says: ‘He was 
a member in full communion of the Pr. 
Church.’ Washington Irving says: ‘Wash- 
ington and his wife were both communi- 
cants.’ Gen. Porterfield writes: ‘I saw 
him myself on his knees receive the Lord’s 
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Supper at Philadelphia.’ Mayor Popham 
says the same of the church in New York: 
‘I had the privilege of kneeling with him.’” 
What more does the skeptic want? 
April 18, 1916. 
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THE BOOK 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


The British and Foreign Bible Society 
has been publishing, for thirty years, a 
penny edition of the New Testament in 
English. During the past two years, be- 
cause of the increased price of paper, print- 
ing, and binding, this Testament costs the 
publisher six cents a copy, but the price is 
still a penny to the buyer. 

No wonder infidels do not meet with suc- 
cess in their efforts to destroy the influence 
of the Word of God, considering that Chris- 
tian people are so zealous in the work of 
circulating Bibles that they publish them 
by carloads, at a loss, and, indeed, give 
large quantities away, their great desire 
being to make men and women everywhere 
readers of the Book. 


Infidels should be thankful that the facts 
are as they are. The more widely the Bible 
circulates, the better for the world, and in- 
fidels reap the benefit with the rest of us. 
So, if they are wise, they will be thankful 
that they do not succeed in destroying the 
influence of this civilizing Book. For suc- 
cess, in such a work, would be disastrous 
to all that is best in our civilization. 

In an article on “The Preservation of the 
Bible,” Alfred Nevin well shows how the 
old Book has withstood all the efforts that 
have been made to destroy it. “About one 
hundred and seventy years before Christ,” 
says this writer, “Antiochus caused all the 
copies of the Jewish Scriptures to be burnt. 
Three hundred and three years after, Dio- 


cletian, by the edict, ordered all the Scrip- 
tures to be committed to ‘the flames: and 
Eusebius, the historian, tells us he saw 
large heaps of them burning in the market- 
place. Nor has this spirit ever failed to 
show itself. The Bible has, all along its 
course, had to struggle against opposition, 
visible and latent, artful and violent. It 
has had to contend with the prevalence of 
error, the tyranny of passion, and the cruel- 
ty of persecution. Numerous foes have 
risen up against it—pagans, who have aim- 
ed to destroy it, and Papists, who have 
striven to monopolize it, and ungodly men, 
who have hated it for its purity and pen- 
alties. But from all these assaults it has 
been preserved. It has survived the shocks 
of all its enemies, and withstood the rav- 
ages of time. . . No weapon that has ever 
been formed against the Bible has prosper- 
ed. It has survived the power of secret 
treachery and open violence. The time has 
been when to read it was death. Infidelity 
has fought against it with relentless ma- 
lignity, but it has successfully resisted all 
its potency. The identical press, indeed, 
which was employed by Voltaire and the 
French Institute to disseminate their at- 
tacks upon the Bible, has since been used 
to print the very volume they so vainly 
sought to destroy. Thus has the Word of 
the Lord lived and triumphed. Portions of 
it were written thousands of years ago. 
Whole libraries of works have perished, of 
much more modern date. Never was book 
more bitterly hated. Most malevolent ef- 
forts have been put forth for its annihila- 
tion. Kings, and emperors, and generals, 
philosophers, statesmen, and legislators, 
have all aimed at its extirpation. Yet has 
it flourished, while its adversaries have 
been blasted one after another, and never 
did it bid so fair as at present to be the 
Book of the whole family of mankind.” 
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Nineteen-Sixteen Gains im the Churches 
By Rev. H. K. Carroll, D. D., Washington, D. C. 


The churches of the United States have 
not suffered financially from the European 
war and the increased cost of living, nor 
has their ordinary rate of growth been re- 
duced the past year. They have given free- 
ly toward the millions of money sent to the 
war-afflicted populations of Europe and 
Asia, and yet maintained their own regular 
work, evangelitsic, missionary, benevolent, 
and educational, with undiminished force. 
The Year Book of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America for 
1917, edited by Dr. H. K. Carroll, gives full 
statistics, showing that the religious bodies, 
Catholic, Protestant, and Eastern Ortho- 
dox, had in 1916 an aggregate of over 40,- 
000,000 communicants or members, crossing 
the forty-million mark by about 17,000. The 
net increase of the year was 747,000, or 
204,000 more than the increase for 1915. 
In 1890 the total religious strength was 
20,618,000, so that in twenty-six years fol- 
lowing the net increase has been 19,399,000 
or 94 per cent., while the gain in the popu- 
lation of the country for the same period 
has been about 39,000,000, or 61 per cent. 


The churches therefore gained faster than 
the population. 

Of the gains in 1916, about 216,000 were 
of the Roman Catholic and some 500,000 
of the Protestant bodies. Among the latter, 
136,000 are credited to the Methodist, 132,- 
000 to the Baptist, and upward of 79,000 
to the Presbyterian and Reformed group. 
The Episcopal Church had a gain of 27,000, 
and the Lutheran bodies of 20,000. 


The thirty constituent bodies of the Fed- 
eral Council report a total of 17,966,000 
communicants, a gain in 1916 of about 254,- 
000. Except for an extraordinary revision 
of the returns of the Disciples of Christ, 
causing an apparent loss of about 185,000, 
the gains of the Churches comprising the 
Federal Council would have been much larg- 
er. 


The gain in 1916 in number of churches 
was small, only 117. In the previous year, 
however, there was a net loss. The small- 
ness of the increase this year is due to 
decreases reported by several denomina- 
tions and denominational groups. The Dis- 
ciples of Christ sustain an apparent loss of 
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769, caused by faulty method of counting 
in previous years; the Methodist Episcopal 
Church loses 68, the Northern Baptists 33, 
the Northern Presbyterians, 97, the Epis- 
copalians 7. These and other losses reduce 
the considerable gains of the Roman Cath- 
olics, 199, the United Brethren, 70, the 
Lutheran Synodical Conference, 105, etc. It 
is quite probable that churches, particular- 
ly in the rural regions, are being closed or 
merged for the sake of economy and effici- 
ency. 

The gain in ministers is 2,643, which is 
nearly double that of 1915. The largest 
gain, 478, is reported by the Roman Cath- 
olic Church; the Baptists added 365, the 
Lutherans 159, and other bodies smaller 
numbers. 

Dr. Carroll presents a new chapter, in- 
dicating the distribution of communicants 
and population of the chief world commun- 
ions of Protestantism. The Anglican com- 
munion has an estimated population of 26,- 
758,000 in the world, the Baptist of 21,000,- 
000, the Congregationalist of 4,355,000, the 
Lutheran of 70,500,000, the Methodist of 
$2,418,000, and the Presbyterian and Re- 
formed of 30,800,000. It is shown that the 
prevailing estimates of the strength of Prot- 
estantism are far too low, and that nearly, 
if not quite, 200,000,000 are Protestant 
members and adherents. 

Returns for Sunday-schools in the United 
States for 1916 show a much larger aggre- 
gate of Sunday-school scholars than any 
previous report has given, and that the net 
increase in the last ten years is more than 
6,300,000, with a gain of between 15,000 and 
16,000 schools. 

CHARLES STELZLE, Secretary. 


CONSTITUENT BODIES OF THE FEDERAL 
COUNCIL, JANUARY, 1917 























DENOMINATIONS Min. Chs. Com. 
Baptist Churches, North...| 8,572] 9,542] 1,289.909 
Free Baptist ...ccccccccees *805/ *1,110 *65,440 
Natl. Baptist Convention+..| 13,806) 16,842) 2,133,635 
Seventh-Day Baptist ...... 98 82 8,255 
Christian Church ......... 1,066} 1,360) 106,159 
Congregational ............ 5,974| 6,106] 790,488 
Disciples of Christ ........ 6,324] 8,533) 1,117,792 
Evangelical A jiation ....| 1,056) 1,625 120,387 
United Evangelical ....... 516! 948 89,530 
con dc cnnsureuseesas 1,287 748 97,514 
German Evangelical Synod.| 1,089/ 1,389 274,787 
Lutheran, General Synod...| 1,425) 1,847| 360,749 
Menonite General Conf..... 180 116 15,451 
Methodist Episcopal ....... 18,763] 28,360| 3,743,031 
Methodist Episcopal South..| 7,320) 16,993) 2,123,785 
African Methodist Episcopal 5,000} 6,000) 620,000 
African M. E. Zion........ 3,552] 3,180| 568,608 
Colored Methodist Episcopal) 3,072) 3,196 240,798 
Methodist Protestant ...... 1,410} 2,400} 201,110 
ONE |. be vetic 0s cddixose | 144} 126 20,859 
Presbyterian in U..S. A...{ 9,585) 9,784] 1,543,027 
Presbyterian in U. S. (S.) 1,861] 3,437 348,223 
United Presbyterian ....... 973 992 156,954 
Welsh Presbyterian ........ 91} 142 14,668 
Reformed Presbyterian | 

(General Synod) ........ 16 17{ 3,300 
Protestant Episcopal, Com- | | 

missions on Christian 

Unity and Social Service.| 5,598] 8,054/ 1,066,970 
Reformed Church in America 775 724| 131,724 
Reformed Church in U. S...} 1 208 1,773} 326,112 
Reformed Episcopal ....... 82| 80 11,465 
United Brethren ........... 1, oe $,577| 345,705 

Totals fee 1086. ...0sises j108,622 622189, 083/17,966.435 

Totals for 1915 .......... \ios.a18 118|139,091[17,742,509 








* Largely merged with Baptist Churches, North. 

+ Statistics include both Conventions, the incor- 
porated and the unincorported. 

Notre—The difference between the totals for 1916 
and 1915 do not represent the actual increase of 
1916, for the reason that there has been one ex- 
traordinary change. The figures for membership of 
the Disciples of Christ have been reduced by the de- 
nominational statisticians by about 185,000, and those 
for membership of the National Baptist Convention 
have been increased by adjustment by about 115,000. 


—EDprror. 
es Ae 


We want something more than thrills in 
our patriotism; we want thought, we want 
intelligence.—Charles E. Hughes. 
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STRENGTHENED IN GOD—By Rev. Charles Melancthon Jones, Berkley, California 


Two young men were met in a forest. 
One of them was a prince and the other 
an outlaw. And yet the prince refused to 
consider himself a prospective king, or his 
companion an actual outlaw. The crown 
prince was there to encourage a pretender 
to the throne, the king’s son was consulting 
with the king’s enemy; and the result was 
not a conspiracy, but something very like a 
prayer-meeting. The solution of this bunch 
of paradoxes is found in the situation in the 
wood of Ziph, at the last meeting of David 
and Jonathan. David was pretender only 
in appearance, while Jonathan was cheer- 
fully accepting Jehovah’s plan for the final 
supremacy of his forlorn friend. 


A few years before a brave-hearted youth 
had happened on the king’s camp, and help- 
ed the kingdom by killing the giant of Gath. 
Comparisons are odious, and the song of 
some women coupling the names of the hero 
of the hour and the king, in depreciation of 
the latter, had revived the evil spirit which 
had embittered Saul’s soul ever since the 
prophet had told him that another head 
and house had been selected for the future 
rule of Israel. Yet young David had done 
absolutely nothing to realize this prediction. 
But as capable captain and skilful musician, 
with his so diverse sword and harp David had 
sought to sustain the throne and to soothe 
the gloomy spirit of his sovereign. Saul’s 
insane persecution of David was thoroughly 
outrageous, and was continued for years 
with ever-increasing vindictiveness. In 
uniting the kingdom against its benefactor, 
the angry monarch did not scruple to dese- 
crate a sanctuary with wholesale murder, 
or constrain a community like Keilah to 
blackest ingratitude toward its recent de- 
liverer. . 

But, intolerable as this combination of a 
nation’s forces against an innocent and 
public-spirited citizen might seem, a yet 
more serious evil was appearing, most un- 
naturally, in the very friends which David’s 
miserable situation was drawing to his side. 
The statement is suggestive: “Every one 
that was in distress, and every one that 
was in debt, and every one that was dis- 
contented, gathered themselves together un- 
to him and he became a captain over them.” 
Afflicted and bankrupt and malcontent, this 
ill-affected band no doubt ‘invited and de- 
veloped desperate adventurer. We have here 
a vivid picture of a disaffected industrial 
army of three thousand years ago, making 
common cause with a leader more forlorn, 
but not so reckless as they. And what an 
unwholesome moral atmosphere must such 
a band have afforded for David! In his 
“Songs of the Cave,” he complained: “My 
soul is among lions; I lie among them that 
are set on fire, whose teeth are spears and 
arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword.” 
And he added, “no man cared for my soul.” 


How easily the young chieftain’s spirit 
could be poisoned as his unscrupulous coun- 
selors dwelt on the king’s ingratitude, on 
Jonathan’s long and easy absence, and the 
burlesque of providence that permitted a 
worthy citizen to be hounded for an invol- 
untary anointing to a throne to which he 
had never pressed a claim! Long after- 


wards David confessed that there had been 





times when he had utterly doubted God and 
wholly distrusted man. “I said in my haste, 
I am cut off from before thine eyes.” “I 
said in my haste, all men are liars.” For 
in those dismal days and in such desperate 
companionship, the outlaw chieftain came to 
consider that Saul’s persistent persecution 
must mean a denial of the promises of God, 
and that even Jonathan must be recreant to 
their friendly covenant. 


But in this deepest night of David’s dis- 
trust it proved to be nearest day, for it 
was just at this crisis that “Jonathan, 
Saul’s son, arose, and went to David into 
the wood, and strengthened his hand in 
God.” It was the last time these choice 
young men ever met, and it must have been 
a momentous meeting, for it had lasting 
effects upon David’s spirit. We can almost 
imagine the very situation at the beginning 
of that experience. David was crouching, 
and perhaps scowling there in the thicket 
by himself, brooding and despairing. <A 
twig snaps, and looking up with apprehen- 
sion, David beholds thé bounding form and 
kindling eyes of the friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother. All misgiving yield- 
ed to that open glance and that cordial em- 
brace. The splendid Jonathan was soon sit- 
ting beside his forlorn fugitive friend, 
drawing from him his story of dejection, 
and pouring into his ears the ministry of 
comfort. Jonathan was no psalmist, but on 
the principle that what one does through 
another he does himself, this winsome and 
charming young prince, as kindly as he was 
manly, and as trustful as he was kindly, has 
through Israel’s sweet singer been comfort- 
ing the people of God in all the ages. Jon- 
athan was another Andrew bringing his 
Peter toward the Pentecost. Is it not re- 
markable how often in later and happier 
years David sang of the life histories of 
the people of God for the stimulating of 
faith? And may it not be probable that 
some of these suggestions for comfort may 
have first been recited by Jonathan that day 
in the woods? Jacob, with his wail of, “All 
these things are against me;” Joseph, whose 
“soul came into iron;” Moses, who “endur- 
ed as seeing Him that is invisible;” and 
whose hands had been literally strengthened 
in his prolonged appeal to God. And it is 
not hard to imagine Jonathan joining with 
David in fervent prayer under the trees 
before parting from him for the last time. 


When now, after this help to his soul, 
we read of David’s magnanimity in sparing 
Saul’s life, let us not spend too much ad- 
miration on the outlaw’s good disposition, 
but hark back to that thrilling forest in- 
terview that preceded it, and Saul’s enemy 
in the tender hands of Saul’s son at Ziph! 


But the liveliest impressions are liable 
to lose their power under repeated provoca- 
tions. Confounded by David’s kindness in 
sparing him, the king gave over his perse- 
cution for.a while; but lying tongues and 
his own evil imagings ere long overbore 
Saul’s gratitude, and he resumed the con- 
temptible pursuit. And now David found 
a new exasperation of his spirit, and small 
safeguard against it, in a brutal repulse 
to his better feelings; and this time not 
from the Lord’s anointed, but from an un- 





grateful drunkard. Stung by Nabal’s insult 
added to so much bitter injury, the white- 
faced young outlaw gave to his all too will- 
ing band the permission to sack the in- 
grate’s establishment. And now even Jon- 
athan might not have been able to check 
the murderous onset. Only a woman “of a 
good understanding and of a beautiful coun- 
tenance” could arrest the susceptible David, 
and such was the churl’s wife, Abigail, who 
intercepted the hungry cyclone of free- 
booters with well-selected material refresh- 
ments, and their leader with this sublime 
spiritual assurance: “The soul of my lord 
shall be bound in the bundle of life with 
the Lord thy God; and the souls of thine 
enemies, them shall he sling out, as out of 
the middle of a sling!” “Strengthened in 
God” again! Part and parcel of God’s 
bundle of living interests, David might well 
leave to God the disposition of his enemies. 
And now only was Nabal spared, but the 
second sparing of Saul’s life followed im- 
mediately upon this experience. Within 
a fortnight Nabal was dead at the hands of 
God, and Saul perished in battle four years 
later, having ever since given over the in- 
sane persecution. No wonder that in after 
years David sang: “Fret not thyself because 
of evil doers, for they shall be cut off;” “I 
had fainted unless I had believed to see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living!” 

From all this we surely ought to see the 
value of spiritual reassurance. When in 
distress, in trial, in doubt, we do not need 
to run hot foot after some new doctrine, 
new religion, new ism, but rather hearty 
reminder of the oldest and homeliest 
(“homely,” remember, is the old home-like) 
truths. It is wholly likely that all that 
Jonathan said to David that day in the 
grove was based upon truths already well- 
known to David. The principles of the di- 
vine government to which that sweet and 
wise woman of Israel appealed when she 
halted the reckless onrush of David’s band, 
were commonplace truths in Jehovah’s land. 
The Scriptures to which the risen Lord 
appealed which caused the two dejected dis- 
ciples, Emmaus-ward, to feel their depress- 
ed hearts burn with new hope within them, 
were the well-known books of Moses and 
the prophets. 

And there again is the value of spiritual 
companionship. Dean Howson wrote an ex- 
cellent book on “The Companions of Paul.” 
A notable volume might be produced upon 
“The Companions of Washington.” Much 
was made of the motto of King Edward 
when Prince of Wales: “I serve,” but thirty 
centuries ago the peerless crown prince of 
Israel crowned his beautiful companionship 
with a forlorn soldier unjustly attained and 
persecuted by his own father, by strength- 
ening his hand in God. He rendered a royal 
service by bringing the comfort of familiar 
truths, through the tender medium of a 
sympathetic heart, in the crisis of his 
friend’s necessity. 

Above all and through all there runs the 
golden lesson of God’s providence. After 
all, who was it cared most for David’s soul? 
Back of the consecrated comfort of Samuel 
and Jonathan, of Abigail and of Nathan 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE OFFICERS 
OF THE AMERICAN CHRIS- 
TIAN CONVENTION 

MARIETTA, ILL., 
Feb. 19, 1917. 

DEAR ‘ BRETHREN:—As pastor of. .the 
Christian church here, I found the church 
in a fair condition, but hindered a great 
deal by the way the Disciples (Campbell- 
ites) have done business. WhenI came here 
their announcements were in the papers as 
the Christian church and their property is 
deeded in the name of the “Christian 
church.” People who move here from other 
places are drawn to them. They borrow 
money in the name Christian church. What 
are we to do? Shall we lay down and ket 
them swallow us? If we don’t do some- 
thing, our church won’t be here very long, 
as well as other places. 

Brethren, where do you stand? These 
conditions I speak of are at Lewistown, 
the county seat of Fulton County, IIl., 
of the Western Illinois Conference. If 
we cannot do something to protect our 
cause we might just as well surrender, had 
we not? 

I remain yours truly, 
F. G. BELL. 
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“The light of God can penetrate into the 
darkest dungeons, where no ray of earthly 
light could ever come. Some have claimed 
recently that there is no absolute darkness, 
that in all darkness there is light. This 
may not be so in physical nature, but it is 
so in science of grace. There is no night 
where the light of God’s love does not 
shine.” 

SS 2 3 

We can only give what we have; we can- 
not give to another the strength that is not 
our own. “Labor,” says St. Paul, “that ye 
may have to give to him that needeth.”— 
Thom. 
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The Religious Experience of Martin Luther 


By Rev. John Y. Ewart, D. D., Colorado Springs, Colo. 


(Third Article) 


His becoming a monk plainly proves that 
Luther was still blinded by superstition, for 
it was the teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church of that day that in order to attain 
to the highest pinnacle of holiness, one must 
completely abandon the gains, pleasures, 
and all the activities of the world. But the 
world has since learned better. Jesus pray- 
ed not that His disciples should be taken 
out of the world, but that they might be 
kept from the evil, while still actively en- 
gaged in busy service for their fellow men, 
associating with them, sharing their joys 
and sorrows. But our new monk had not 
yet learned Christ. He did not know, then, 
that salvation comes wholly from God. He 
was under the delusion that he could earn 
his own salvation by deeds and sacrifices of 
his own. He knew not the potency and rich- 
ness of the righteousness of Christ. He had 
not yet come to a conviction of his own in- 
ability to work out his own salvation. He 
was still in spiritual darkness. 

What was the daily routine in the mon- 
astery, behind whose walls Luther had im- 
mured himself? The monks were overjoyed 
to receive him. They were very proud that 
a distinguished teacher in the university 
had voluntarily given up his hopes of fu- 
ture preferment and honor in scholastic 
eircles to cast in his lot with them. ‘“Never- 
theless,” says D’Aubigne, “they treated him 
harshly, and imposed on him the meanest 
occupations. They wished to humble the 
Doctor of Philosophy, and to teach him 
that his learning did not raise him above 
his brethren. The former Master of Arts 
had to perform the offices of porter, to open 
and shut the gates, to wind up the clock, 
to sweep out the church, and to clean out 
the cells. Then, after such menial duties 
were performed, came the order to the poor 
monk: Cum sacco per civitatem! ‘Away 
with your wallet through the town!’ cried 
the friars, and laden with his bread-bag, he 
wandered through all the streets of Erfurth, 
begging from house to house, obliged per- 
haps to present himself at the doors of those 
who had once been his friends or his infer- 
iors. On his return he had to shut himself 
up in a low and narrow cell. But he put 
up with it all. He had become a monk with 
all his soul.” 


But Luther was hungry for study, and 
fortunately, through the intercession of the 
university to which he belonged, the friar 
of the convent freed him from the 
humiliating duties which had been laid upon 
him. This gave Luther time to study his 
Bible and the Church fathers. He did not 
at this time possess a Bible of his own, but 
found one in the. convent fastened by a 
chain. This he frequently consulted. Some- 
times he passed a whole day meditating up- 
on a single passage. 

About this time Luther began to study 
the Bible in the original Hebrew and Greek 
languages. The young monk studied untir- 
ingly, so much so that he omitted daily 
prayer for three or four weeks together. 
But he soon grew alarmed at the thought 
that by such neglect he had transgressed 


the rules of his order. He then shut him- 
self up in his cell to repair his negligence 
and began to repeat conscientiously all the 
prayers he had omitted, even going without 
food and drink in order to do so. Once, 
even, for seven weeks in succession, he 
scarcely closed his eyes in sleep. 

Burning with desire to attain that holi- 
ness which he know he lacked, he rigor- 
ously led an ascetic life and crucified the 
flesh by fastings, mortifications, and watch- 
ings. Shut up in his cell he struggled un- 
ceasingly against the deceitful thoughts and 
evil inclinations of his heart. So his friend 
Melancthon has testified. Never did the 
Romish Church possess a more pious monk. 

But all his asceticism, all his abstinence, 
and fastings did not give him the peace 
he longed for. He failed to find within him 
the holiness for which his soul hungered. 
He saw himself as a great sinner in God’s 
pure eyes and arrived at the discovery that 
he could not be reconciled to Him by any 
works he could perform, no matter how 
meritorious in his own eyes they might ap- 
pear. He had a tender conscience and re- 
garded the slightest fault a great sin. As 
soon as he discovered it, he endeavored to 
expiate it by the severest mortifications, but 
these only serve to point out to him the 
futility of all human remedies. 

He said: “I tortured myself almost to 
death in order to procure peace with God 
for my troubled heart and agitated con- 
science; but, surrounded with thick dark- 
ness, I found peace nowhere.” 


The poor man’s body wasted away; his 
strength began to fail him. 
happened that he remained like one dead. 
One day, discouraged by not finding the 
peace of soul he sought, and worn by re- 


peated abstinences and struggles, he shut 
himself up in his cell and for several days 
and nights allowed no one to approach him. 
At this juncture D’Aubigne tells how a good 
friend of his took into the convent some 
choir boys and knocked at the door of Luth- 
er’s cell. No one opens, no one answers. 
His friend breaks open the door. He finds 
Luther lying on the floor, giving no signs 
of life. In vain his friend tries to arouse 
him. Then the choir boys begin to sing a 
sweet hymn. Their clear voices act like a 
charm on the poor monk, who always loved 
music. Gradually he comes back to con- 
sciousness, to life, and strength. But if 
music could restore his serenity for a few 
moments, he needs another and a stronger 
remedy to heal him thoroughly. He needs 
the voice of the gospel which is the voice of 
God Himself. Would that, at that crucial 
moment, that burdened, thirsty soul could 
have had the experiences of the sacred 
poet: 


It sometimes 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 

Stoop down and drink and live! 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him.” 
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Children Are an Heritage of the Lord 


By Rev. Philip Geiter, Brushton, N. Y.. 


Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord; 
and “the fruit of the womb is his reward.” 
(Ps. 127: 8) 

This is the way the Psalmist looked at 
them while under divine inspiration. But in 
this fast age not many people share David’s 
opinion, for as a rule people look upon a 
large family as a burden and a care which 
could have been avoided. 

But what would we do without the chil- 
dren? They are the hope of the nation, and 
also of the Church. Heaven is full of them, 
and earth would be void and cheerless with- 
out them. Jesus loved them, and any man 
or woman that has no love for children has 
no love at all. 

Many a young married couple has been 
saved from an unhappy married life, and 
perhaps from the disgrace of divorce, by 
the advent of a little stranger in their fam- 
ily circle. When they come they bring with 
them an influence which arouses all the no- 
bler instincts of human nature, for they 
cause men to love, to sacrifice, and to suffer 
like nothing else can. 

In this twentieth century it is not fash- 
ionable to have a large family.. Most men 
and women prefer the pleasures of this fast 
age to the care and company of a joyful 
group of children at home; and there are 
some creatures, we call women, who would 


rather nurse a poodle-dog than a baby. 
“Without natural affection” is one of the 
characteristics of the apostacy of the last 
days. (See 2 Tim. 3:3) Here is a clipping 
of the daily press from fashion-crazy, pleas- 
ure-drunk France, which will speak for it- 
self: 


French Families Small 


Paris, Jan. 13.—The statistics of French 
families just published by the Ministry of 
Labor show a total of 11,300,000. Of these 
1,800,000 have no children, while 2,967,000 
have only one child, 2,561,000 two children, 
and 1,600,000 three children. 


Some few years ago a certain doctor told 
the writer, that in a little more than a year 
he had no less than fifty cases of deliberate 
abortion under his practice, and ‘this hap- 
pened in what is supposed to be a respect- 
able, Christian community. This terrible 
sin of people murdering their unborn off- 
spring is hardly known among the heathen, 
it was left for the civilized, Christianized 
(?) heathens to discover. 

The writer is the happy father of nine 
bright boys and girls, and when, some time 
ago, a certain party had the audacity to 
suggest that they were too many, we an- 
swered with this German proverb: 


Ich hab sie lieber auf dem kissen, denn 
auf dem gewissen. 
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“T’d rather have my children on my pil- 
low, than on my conscience,” needless to 
say, that party had no further suggestions. 

To say, that children of large families 
have not got as good a chance to develop 
character, is absurd. We argue the con- 
trary, for children of large families learn 
from youth to bear, to suffer, and to share 
their joys and sorrows with their other 
brothers and sisters, and are thus better 
fitted for after years. Many of the great- 
est men the world ever saw, came from 
large, and very often poor families, John 
Wesley and Dr. A. Clarke not excepted. 

“So children are an heritage of the Lord,” 
and Dr. Joseph Benson believed it when he 
commented on this passage as follows: 
“They come not from the power of mere 
nature, but from God’s blessing, even as an 
inheritance is not the fruit of man’s own 
labor, but the gift of God.” Dr. A. Clarke 
says, “Let the fruitful family, however poor, 
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lay this to heart: ‘Children are a heritage 
of the Lord,’” ete. 

Mrs. Catherine Booth, though a sufferer 
from the age of twenty, was the happy 
mother of eight children, and when in after 
years she saw them all work for God, she 
wished they were eighty. Of course we do 
not believe in people raising large, or small 
families for the devil, but when we realize 
that children, whether many, or few, are 
God’s gifts we should welcome them, and 
train them up for God who gave them. 

We have always loved the children, and 
we love them more than ever. Their inno- 
cent bright little faces remind us so much 
of “the land of the pure and the holy.” 

God bless the children, and the parents, 
for no one needs God’s blessing more and 
oftener, than the parents of a large family, 
or a small one either. 

Behold, “thus shall the man be blessed 
that feareth the Lord.” (Ps. 128: 4) 
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What Prayer Is 





By Miss Emily J. Bryant 


The great privilege and joy of prayer is 
not always realized by all Christians, be- 
cause they fail to see what constitutes real 
prayer. 

Prayer is not simply the offering up of 
our desires, with the belief that God has 
promised an answer, howsoever strong that 
belief may be. This may be easily seen. 
Here is Mr. C., who has planned to take 
his family on an excursion to-morrow, and 
he is naturally praying for a dry, pleasant 
day, while a neighbor, Mr. H., has a fine 
crop almost ready for the harvest, but in 
need of rain, and while he prays for rain he 
watches the heavens for the answer to his 
prayer of faith. Now it is evident that 
God cannot answer both of these prayers 
by granting the petitions made. One man 
_ will be disappointed and will wonder why 
his prayer is not answered. 


The human heart is filled with desires, 
many of which are exceedingly selfish and 
finite, but God-has given His Holy Spirit 
to cleanse our hearts of sordid desires and 
breathe into them gracious streams of liv- 
ing, strengthening, sanctifying, and saving 
powers which shall uplift and help the heart 
to say, “Not my will, but thine, be done.” 

Evidently the true nature of prayer is ob- 
scure to many Christians. There are sev- 
eral elements and conditions to prayer. It 
is not all petition, yet some besiege the 
throne of grace with a storm of petition, as 
if all man needed to seek God’s presence for 
was the supply of his personal needs and 
ambitions as he sees them with his finite 
wisdom. 

Prayer is a golden bridge which spans 
the gulf between earth and heaven, between 
the finite and the Infinite. Prayer begins 
on earth and reaches into the mystery of 
heaven. Could we but grasp the fulness of 
this privilege, our souls would rise to a 
grand height and find well-balanced propor- 
tions. 


The rewards of the prayer of faith are 
large. Through it comes Christian develop- 
ment, Christian progress, and Christian 


usefulness. Prayer is the Christian’s atti- 
tude in approach to God for worship, con- 
fession, communion, petition, intercession, 
and thanksgiving. When we pour out our 
personal desires and requests as the sole 
office of prayer, it seems as if man were 
insisting upon Jehovah’s ruling the world 
according to finite wisdom: as if He were a 
far-off Spirit depending upon man’s judg- 
ment and knowledge in governing. 

True prayer is enjoyed only by those who 
approach our Maker with a spirit of rev- 
erence, unity, and harmony with the divine 
will; by those who accept His will and 
authority as higher than that of man, and 
seek in these seasons a revelation of God’s 
will, and inspiration to grow more into His 
likeness and to become more intimately re- 
lated to Him in His great work of redemp- 
tion. If this is our attitude as Christians, 
then as Christ taught us, “if we ask any- 
thing in His name we shall receive it.” If 
as Christians we are one with the Father, 
if we are wholly consecrated to His cause 
and His service, and are seeking to do His 
will in His way, He will guide us and 
teach us how to pray. 

Christ taught us this by His own example. 
He did not ask the Father in the garden to 
take away the bitter cup, but, “Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me; 
nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be 
done.” He sought not His own will, but the 
Father’s, and what was the result? The 
cup was not removed, but, “There appeared 
unto him an angel from heaven, strengthen- 
ing him.” Aye, here is the answer, strength 
from heaven for the task, the burden God’s 
will and infinite purpose had appointed. 
Let us sometimes look for the angel, for He 
has said, “My grace is sufficient for you.” 


This attitude brings us into such tender 
relations with the Infinite that we shall find 
a rapturous joy in His service, and reflect 
something of His holy likeness in a needy 
world, and, if we seek, and continue in this 
spirit, we shall indeed be transformed into 
His glorious, perfect character while here 
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and made for entrance into His Kingdom 
when “that blossoming time we call death” 
shall come. 
Clayton Hotel, 
Charlotte, N. C. 
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DON’T CHIN, SAW WOOD 


The axe was sharp, the saw was new, 

But not a log did they cut through. 

John said the tree grew from a nut, 

And George declared only a mutt 

Would think of believing such silly trash, 
For any fool could see ’twas ash. 


Thus they kept on until midday, 

Scolding, scrapping, the same old way. 

Not an opinion would either alter, 

Their personal convictions were firm as 
Gibraltar, 

For John knew it grew from a nut, 

And George was sure John was a mutt. 


But as they ate their noon-day lunch, 
John said he had a happy hunch. 

“Little you know ’bout trees and nuts, 
But once you’re right, we both are mutts. 
While we did chin, as only fools could, 

I say, we should have just sawed wood.” 


When lunch was o’er the work was planned, 
The axe was used, the saw was manned. 
Though John still bnew it grew from a nut, 
And George was sure John was a mutt, 
They steadily worked the best they could, 
As hour by hour they did saw wood. 


A. G. CarRIs. 
Ss @ < 
FIRST NEED OF INDIANA STATE 
CONFERENCE 


The first need of the Indiana State Con- 
ference is the cooperation of the preachers 
of the State. Without cooperation no in- 
corporate body can do any good and will 
only make a bad mess of their job—like the 
Indiana State Conference has always done. 
Thank God there have always been a faith- 
ful few who have been unwilling to sur- 
render the cause of the State Conference, 
for the Christians of Indiana have borne 
the burdens in their struggles for the right 
—not only with their faith and prayer and 
hard work, but with their money. Great 
things could have been done long time ago, 
if there had been cooperation in the State 
work by the conferences and preachers of 
the State. The State work needs money 
and must have it to carry on its work, but 
we need cooperation and a pulling together 
first. Then the money to support God’s 
cause in the State will be forthcoming. Oh, 
thou slotful servants of the Lord, will you 
repent of your indifference and pay your 
vows unto the Lord now in the presence 
of all His people? 


The State Conference will convene some 
of these days before long to do service for 
the Kingdom of God in this State. Watch 
for notice of the meeting in THE HERALD 
OF GOSPEL LIBERTY and plan to come up to 
the help of the Lord against the mighty. 
Your help is needed. May God help you 
to get the vision. R. P. ARRICK. 


Farmland, Indiana. 
i.8r8 & 


Wisdom is won by ‘the discipline of life 
as truly as by-the discipline of the schools, 
and many a young “€o ege graduate has 
learned by bitter ¢xperie§ce that he cannot 
afford to despise t te j ent of men with 
less book learping, but ater life wisdom. 
—Rev. Dr. Fenner 
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Saquin Tells Jabez of the Missionary Conference 


DAYTON, OHIO, 
Feb. 16, 1917. 

DEAR COUSIN JABEZ:—I do not wonder 
that you complain of my long silence, for 
it has been some time since I “took my pen 
in hand” to inform you as to my present 
whereabouts and what-abouts. I have been 
quietly working away in my office and occa- 
sionally supplying for different ones of my 
brethren. Since last you heard from me 
I have made several visits to Franklin, 
Ohio, one to New Carlisle, and two to Rose- 
ville. Brother Fred Strickland has the 
work at Franklin and Roseville. In addi- 
tion, I have also preached at Crown Point 
for Bro. D. G. Pleasant. 

But what I aim to tell you about in this 
letter is my visit to the Missionary Study 
Conference, which was held with the First 
Christian church, Muncie, Ind. As you 
know, this conference was held under the 
direction of the Mission Board of the Chris- 
tian Church and every one who wished to go 
was welcome. 

We left Dayton (Mr. Rathbun, Miss Amy 
Ruse, and myself) Monday afternoon . at 
2:25. We started on time, but did not 
arrive on time. This was somewhat dis- 
appointing, as the conference began with a 
banquet Monday evening, Feb. 12. 

After dinner, addresses were given by 
Rev. W. G. Kershner, Dr. Millie J. Chap- 
man, and Rev. R. C. Helfenstein. Our train 
was two hours late at Union City and still 
later at Muncie, so I did not enjoy the 
pleasure of hearing Brother Kershner, as 
his address was over before we reached the 
banquet hall, but the other two addresses 
were both inspiring and helpful. 

Perhaps you are curious to know whether 
we who were late lost the banquet. We did 
not. The ladies supplied our physical 
neéds, furnishing us a dinner which we 
rélished very much. 

At the close of the meeting assignments 
were made to the delegates and Dr. Mor- 
rill and myself were sent to the home of 
‘Byron Manzy, where we stayed during the 
‘conference and were furnished lodging and 
breakfast gratis. Ours was a very delight- 
ful home, which we enjoyed. 

The program was one of deep interest. 
Each morning we had a Bible study con- 
‘ducted by Dr. Douglass, of Greenville, Ohio. 
Perhaps you have heard him speak, of his 
deep spiritual knowledge, his intense love 
of the Word, and his sincere desire to set 
‘forth its beauty and truth so clearly that 
even dull intellects may grasp its mean- 
ing. No one who has any desire for spir- 
‘itual food can be other than helped by sit- 
ting for one half-hour under the illuminat- 
ing teaching of Dr. Douglass. These were 
half-hours that introduced us into the pres- 
ence ‘of the Master, where our souls were 
refreshed and our spirits enriched by the 
precious things of the Kingdom. 

Following these studies, Dr. Morrill con- 

‘ducted a study of our own missions, which 
Was*intensely interesting. The text-book 
used was Dr. J. G. Bishop’s—“The Chris- 

‘‘tians and the Great Commission.” Dr. Mor- 
‘rill’s intimate associations with Dr. Bishop 
and his familiarity with the history of the 
missions of our Church admirably fit him 


to conduct 
subject very , 

At 10: 45 of each day we had an “iou 
Methods.” 
Robison, and Dr. 
of the conference very helpful and it 


1 4 , 
sucn a s.udy, it i made ilé 


CLestlili 


MCL, 


Brother 


L hap ian inaa Lilis 


esting. Following the “Hour of Methods’ 
was intercessory prayer for fittee: 

I tell you, Jabez, it does one good to 
travel over the ground by means of th 


studies and become so absorbed in mission 
interests as to 
engage for 
prayer in behalf of the men and wom 
through all the years have car 
burden of responsibility of o 

At two o’clock began 
study classes, which occupied one 


went to the conference with a desire 


feel it a real privi 


lifteen minu S ili 


home and 


ter one of these class¢ 


jects assigned as I did two years j 
enrolled a few days before 

opened and felt 
registration fee of on 


knew it was a gocd i ve 

do the studying all right, but ne 
as a student of the cl in ) 
sickness of his wife, leader cx 
be there and I wa 

the class which had fc 
“Heroes of the Cross in Am 

were ten or twelve in the el anc 


one got as much out 


very much gratified, for i asad 
hour tome. If you have never read 
Jabez, I’d advise you ler 
it. You will becom« é { 
David Brainard, Ma 
haps all the others. Joseph Ward will al 
interest you, for he is a type 
site that of David Brainard. 
Following the home 
first day at three o’clocl 
stration of methods | \j 
which was interesting ind ond 
and third days at thi 
ployed. Tuesday evening we hac 
dress on “Big Busit ; 
dredge. I am sure, if you could 
this address, you would have } 


’ cued ea 


than ever 


conception of the 
possibilities 


vou would have felt also 4 rv" 
sibility and the greatness of the pr 
of being connected with that Church, and i 


there had not been 


give more to advance 





is carrying on, | mi 


which it 
tion of your Christian and benevol piri 
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Wednesday evening 


missionary drama by thé embers of 
Muncie church. This certaiz wa 
success. One who had witnessed i 
given in a churc} Chicas 
rendition by the members of the Muncie 
church far exceeded by Cl ‘ 
church. The subject was “Cindy’s ( 
and it was rendered in such a way a 
make one feel that he would love to do 
he can to help the young peopl h 
hungering for an education to aecs lish 
their purpose. 

Thursday afternoon the program wa 


condensed somewhat so as to gain time f 
Roy Helfenstein to give his address. J 
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you could have heard the address. I 

you would have been delighted to 

know that brother David’s son is actually 
ing good. Since the program was modi- 


d, the closing address was that given by 
Strickland, Dayton, Ohio. -I’ll 

you what I to one of those 
close of the address: “I wish 
America could hear that ad- 
reason and candor hold 
all desire for war would be 


said 
present at tne 

ery man in 
aress. Where 


' - 
SV VY, £ think 


noved and there would be a deep yearn- 
ing for the establishment of the Kingdom 
of Righteousness and Eternal Peace, which 


ur Lord is to establish in the earth when 


returns. . Oh, Jabez, won’t it be glorious 
hen Hie comes to reign and shall put down 
ull ri and oppression? “The mountains 
hall bring peace to the people and the little 


hills thy righteousness. He shall judge the 


poor of the people, He shall save the chil- 


drei he needy and shall break in pieces 
he oppre The barons that hold the 
coal-liclds and the oil-fields and the timber- 
lds will not be permitted to exploit the 
then, as they do now, for in His days 


1all the righteous flourish and abundance 


of peace so long as the moon endureth. “He 

have dominion from sea to sea and 

in the river unto the ends of the earth.” 

! Jabez, you would have been 
delighted with the address. 

| had time, I would speak of the fine 


ray of literature that was displayed at 
I gathered up a sample of 
1 would like to read it, I can 


you some ime. 


conrerence, 


incerely your cousin, 
SAQUIN. 
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ONE WAY AND ANOTHER 


BY REV. FRANK A. CORNELL 
Last June when we were holding the ses- 
ion of the Tioga Confer- 


less than 


River Christian 


I we licensed a young man 


eventeen years of age to preach the gospel. 
That young man Was a member of this 

c (TI Ingleside Christian church). 

t* you an was not left to shift for 
his pastor, 1 saw that an op- 

portuni was given him to use his talent 


has shown himself 


1 want to say he 

of our trust. 
He was t only young, but he was with- 
aids which men consider 


sential to success in the ministry, and 


any < LHOSE 


yself and others supplied him with 
books, of which he has made good use. 

With the books that have been given him 

and the opportunities that have come to 


him, his course has been onward and up- 
y Had he been left to shift for him- 

', to find his own opportunities, to secure 

or himself those aids and helps with which 

he s been supplied, or to get along as best 


he could without them, till he could find 
them and furnish them for ‘himself,’. the 

ht have had an altogether different 
endl 


{s there not more than one way to help 
se the numbers of young men who are 
eeking to enter the ministry? Is it not 
right and proper by every means in our 
power to give aid, encouragement, and help 
to these young men? I think so. 

Naples, N: Y. 
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The Great Work of Dr. Kirkland in Newmarket, Canada 


Thursday night, February 1, was the new 
birthday of the Newmarket church. It was 
the time of the roll-call, and the burning of 
the parsonage mortgage. The services were 
called promptly at 7:30. Perhaps nev- 
er in the history of the church did the 
members answer to their names more cheer- 
fully. Their financial and spiritual work 
in the past year was to their credit, and to 
God only be the praise. The happy, cheer- 
ful faces of the people, as they dropped in 
in groups, told the story of their spirit. 
The roll-call began at 7:30. This included 
the business of the church. Among some 
of the marked changes that were made in 
the program of the church was the doing 
away of all sub-boards, and instead of divid- 
ing the boards of the church into three or 
four, there was one general board institut- 
ed, composed of every married man in the 
church. Thus we hope not only to make a 
business board out of this large number of 
men, but to make an active roaster, or 
brotherhood. Such a Board eliminates from 
this or any other church a want of respon- 
sibility, and makes each man feel that he 
has become a part of the activities of the 
church. There was also a resolution pass- 
ed as an amendment to the constitution of 
the church, forbidding any trustees or con- 
gragation of members of the church from 
mortgaging the parsonage, or any part of 
the parsonage grounds. The resolution will 
be recorded in the Registrar’s Office, and 
will hereafter become an unchangeable law 
of the church. On motion, a vote of thanks 
was extended to Brother George Evans, 
and the pastor, for their tireless efforts in 
raising the required amount of money to 
pay the mortgage. There are no thanks due 
the pastor, for such is part of his work. The 
pastor who is too big to take a subscrip- 
tion list and solicit money to save or redeem 
the Master’s cause from embarrassment, is 
unworthy the confidence and position of 
pastor. God pity the church that has a 
kid-glove dude to serve them as their pastor, 
and God pity the church that has a blind 
pastor who will plunge them into debt, not 
seeing how they will get out. 


We have made some progress of which 
heaven and earth are no doubt proud. Here- 
tofore when our good people wanted money 
they put on a play, or hustled up a hot-fowl 
supper, and through these mediums tried to 


meet emergencies, but these were worldly: 


means, and as such soon outlived their use- 
fulness, and the last state of the church, 
financially, was worse than the first. In 
fact, had the church continued this course 
much longer, we would have been compelled 
to close our doors. But the pastor urged, 
from the pulpit and otherwise, that we re- 
turn to the old path, and try God’s methods. 
At first they looked at the pastor in pity 
as though they were sorry for him, and 
pitied his poor judgment, but seeing no 
other way out of it, they followed his ad- 
vice. Again has man’s extremity become 
God’s opportunity. The result has been 
that, by free-will offerings, aside from 
church expenses, that is subscription or en- 
velope collection, we have raised two thou- 
sand five hundred and thirty-three dollars. 
If this will not convince any church that 


God knows more how to run a church than 
man—then he cannot be convinced. All de- 
partments of the church show a flattering 
record. 
Burning of Mortgage 

At 8:30 the choir appeared. After ren- 
dering some splendid music, the pastor an- 
nounced that we would now burn the mort- 
gage. The document was suspended to a 
wire frame at the front of the center aisle. 
Kathleen Kelley and Gordon Howard, who 
by the way are descendants of Brother 
Wakefield, who presented the church build- 
ing to the congregation, appeared in the 
right and left aisles of the building, each 
bearing a candle. These met at the center 
aisle, where they set the document aflame, 
and in a moment the once valuable writing 
lay in worthless ashes. Rev. W. P. 
Fletcher, president of the Ontario Confer- 
ence, was present, and in his usual way 
spoke words of congratulation and encour- 
agement to the people of the church. Mayor 
W. H. Eves delivered a short address, urg- 
ing every member to do his level best in 
the future, and thus forever prevent the 
church again from getting into debt. After 
singing the Doxology, the congregation met 
in the basement, where there were goodies 
of all kinds prepared by the Ladies’ Aid for 
the “inner man.” Whether the Christian 
Endeavor had anything to do in preparing 
these goodies or not, we do not know, but 
this we do know, that they knew how to 
serve a hungry congregation at a late hour 
of the night. For a time it seemed impos- 
sible for us to seat the congregation, for 
they were packed in the room like sardines, 
but soon Deacon Frank Kelley, Alderman 
Fred Lundy, and Mayor Eves saw the situa- 
tion, and got busy on the job placing the 
people, and never resigned their position 
until every man, woman, and child had been 
well served. Although it was at a late hour 
of the night when we tore away, no one 
seemed tired, and no one seemed disappoint- 
ed. As pastor of the church, I predict an 
unparalleled future. It is fitting to say that 
at the time the mortgage was burning the 
parsonage was beautifully lighted from 
cellar to garret by electric lights. Our par- 
sonage is second to none in the denomina- 
tion, having been variously estimated as be- 
ing worth from forty-five hundred to five 
thousand, a large nine-roomed brick build- 
ing, modern in every particular. Our 
church is free, our parsonage is free, and 
thank God we are free—Christian Van- 
guard, 





LATER:—Since writing the above for The 
Vanguard, a baptismal feast has evidently 
come our way. A great revival, such as is 
not common in modern times, has swept 
over our church, beginning with Decision 
Day in the Sunday-school. There were 
forty-four who gave their hearts to God 
at the first call—seven more at night, and 
twelve last Sunday, with two previous— 
making sixty-five in the last few months, 
with fifty-one additions to the church, with 
more to follow. 

R. LEE KIRKLAND. 


A RED ROSE 
BY ALICE MATHEWS 


I saw a rose! most perfect; many hours 
I watched and reveled in its living powers, 
Just tracing carefully, from every petal 


growing 

The wonder-worth there placed, so plainly 
showing, 

In wise-established order (compact and ra- 
diant made), 

But seemingly each minute, of a daily grade 

Of moving from the budding period—show 

Unto the radiant fulness that the open rose 
doth know. 

The leaves and thorns, most curious of their 


ind, 
Were rightly set upon the stem, corrobora- 


tion find, 

That He who made and formed the bloom 
of good, 

Was — well a Master-Man, and under- 
stoo 


The Rose-estate, retracing centuries back, 

To perfect any outer undeveloped lack 

Of physiology of succession, to expose 

The sweet and self-poised genius of the red 
and glowing rose. 
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NOTES ON THE WAY 

While at Lake Alfred Hotel, some weeks 
ago, a sprightly-looking young man took a 
seat near me, at the breakfast table. “Are 
you related to the Southwords of Ohio?” I 
asked. “Yes, indeed,” said he, “I am Mar- 
garet’s son. And what is your name?” said 
he. “D. A. Long.” “Then you know Clara 
and Emma, and Dr. Powers—you married 
Dr. Powers.” “Fact.” 


At another time I met Brother Moore. 
He said: “Did I not hear you preach in 
Illinois?” “That is possible.” “Then this 
is D. A. Long?” “Prof. Sanford and my 
sons married into the same family.” “I 
know one of the twin sisters, who married 
Prof. Sanford. They have a bright little 
boy, named Noble.” “They all appreciate 
THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY.” 

Here at the Hillsboro Hotel, Tampa, Fla., 
Gov. Rye and wife, of Tennessee, are on a 
visit. The Governor said: “This is Dr. 
Long of North Carolina, who is related to 
the Stockards, Trousdales, and Albrights of 
Tennessee,” when he introduced me to his 
wife. Then Mrs. Rye told me how young 


‘and poor they were, when they were mar- 


ried. How hard they worked and how eco- 
nomical they had to be, to live. The first 
time they visited Nashville, Tenn., she 
watched the fine houses, and took a look at 
the Capitol building, and wondered how a 
Governor of a State really looked. To-day 
Gov. Rye and wife look young and happy, 
as they lead the temperance forces of the 
“Volunteer State,” and in hastening the 
coming of the day when we shall have a 
saloonless nation. It is best to marry 
young, for love, and work for righteousness. 


D. A. L. 
Feb. 16, 1916. 


2 8 & 


The true calling of a Christian is not to 
do extraordinary things in an extraordinary 
way. The most trivial task can be accom- 
plished in a noble, gentle, regal spirit, which 
overrides all petty, paltry feelings, and 
which elevates all things—Arthur P. Stan- 
ley. 
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Christmas Every Day=As Seen in Japan 


Because the people who are planning the 
International Sunday-School Cenvention at 
Tokyo, asked for photos of our work, Mr. 
Fry offered to pay for those of the twelve 
Sunday-schools of Utsunomiya “and its vil- 
lages.”” As he paid the bills, he was invited 
to go and be in the pictures. Accordingly, 
Maki, Mr. Fry, and I began, on Christmas 
afternoon, 1915, to attend celebrations and 
be photoed. The twenty-sixth being Sun- 
day, we omitted that day’s photo and took 
it in January, but from the morning of the 
twenty-seventh to the afternoon of the 
thirty-first, we attended two “Christmases” 
a day. 

I never saw such warm, perfect weather 
at that time of year. Three days we took our 
lunches and ate them on the hillsides, to save 
the time of coming home. The photogra- 
pher got excellent plates of each school, but 
is waiting for the close of the war and 
cheapening of paper before printing the 
photos. 

Although most of the teachers and officers 
of the church Sunday-school are Girls’ 
School teachers or students, that school be- 
longs to the church and the oversight of 
the pastor. When that school entered the 
Sunday-School Association, the other eleven 
schools were asked to join as one school, 
taking the name, The Christian Girls’ School 
Sunday-school. They did so. 

This last year I asked Miss Take Nakai, 
domestic science teacher in the Utsunomiya 
Christian Girls’ School, to be the “superin- 
tendent” of this “school,” as Maki and I 
had to attend the L. T. L. one 
Sunday a month, though we continued 
the rotating visits the other three 
Sundays. Miss Nakai is a first-class Sun- 
day-school worker. She could give more 
time and help to the work than I could. She 
and I plan so as not to go to the same 
school the same day. 

This year the weather was not so favor- 
abe as last, and Mr. Fry had other duties, 
so he did not have so much Christmas, 
though Maki and I took in all. Miss Naki 
also attended each and made an excellent 
speech about the visits of the shepherds and 
wise men. A sheet, with the song of the 
angels, in great letters of gold and silver 
paper, the prettily-written and painted pro- 
grams, and festoons of the colored chain 
cards that the children had received during 
the year, made pleasing decorations at each 
place. At some places the “outside” audi- 
ence of admirers was equal to that of the 
enrolled pupils. Every one, outside and in, 
received an American Sunday-school card 
and a pretty, pink-covered copy of the Ten 
Commandments. The enrolled pupils each 
received a cent and a half package of cake. 


I did not know that several of those “out- 
siders” at one meeting were big boys from 
the next ward Sunday-school. However, 


when we went to their place the following’ 


afternoon, their teachers and I were alike 
surprised to see that they had studied the 
decorations, then gone to the woods and 
gathered evergreens, festooned their chain 
cards together, and completely decorated 
their “church” by themselves. Miss Ki- 
keigawa, a Bible-woman student, and Miss 
Setsu Endo, the teachers, had reason to be 


pleased. When I heard their songs and 
Bible-readings and recitations, and saw 
eight of them receive medals and certifi- 
cates from the National Association, for 
perfect attendance during the year, I 
thanked God for the good use that is being 
made of the twenty-five cents a month we 
pay for the Sunday use of two rooms of 
that little cake shop. 

At a school Miss Namae holds in the home 
of a jinrikisha-puller, ten children received 
the medals. The oldest pupil of that school, 
a student in an industrial school, has re- 
ceived baptism and acts as “deacon” at each 
session. About a half-dozen other girls, 
two mothers, and the parents of that home, 
all have New Testaments and are studying 
the Bible, with such help as Miss Namae 
can give at the close of the Sunday-school. 
One mother showed great pride in her son’s 
medal. The rent there is seventeen and a 
half cents a month. When I came home 
from that meeting, I told my husband that 
it is useless for people to grumble about 
lack of equipment, when only a New Testa- 
ment and the Holy Spirit, and one girl, 
seem able to accomplish so much. 

At another school that Miss Namae, Miss 
Ise, and Miss Kaneyo Miura conduct, a 
commercial schoolboy has received baptism 
and become the “deacon.” Eight won med- 
als there. 

At the village Sunday-school of Miss 
Sakuma and Miss Toshi Saito (Her sister 
is also in U. C. G. S.), four received medals. 
There, the grandma, sisters, brothers, 
cousins, nieces, and nephews of one of the 
first quartet of U. C. G. S. students al- 
ways show great regard for the teacher of 
that student. She is now the happy wife 
and mother of an army officer’s home. 

To the pupils of Miss Midori Suzuki and 
Miss Kikue Endo (Dr. Endo has three 
daughters in U. C. G. S., and we have 
two other Suzukies.) six medals were 
awarded. The program, written by Miss 
Ise, and painted by Miss Endo, I thought 
the prettiest of any school’s, so begged it 
to give to Rev. Mrs. Willard. It is now on 
its way to India. 


At Terauchi village, Miss Ise and Miss 
Kohara Kimura, the country jewel for 
whom the “Haverhill Quartet” pay and 
pray, had trained a quartet of nurse girls 
to sing several hymns. Each time they ap- 
peared and made a Japanese bow, at the 
beginning and close, the babies tied on their 
backs bowed and enjoyed the prominence. 
Seven of those farmer girls rejoiced over 
their medals. . 

In the home of a little widow with three 
children, Miss Kitaura and Miss Matsu 
Miura awarded medals to but three. When 
I visited that school the- second Sunday in 
January, I found that the whole school had 
resolved to try to win medals this year. 

At the village school where the Junior 
Christian Endeavor pays the rent, Misses 
Kaneyo Miura, Ei Irokawa (pastor’s daugh- 
ter), and Ei Kimura told me that the farm- 
er’s family had given and arranged the 
evergreen mixed in the decorations. Five 
medals were given there. When Miss Miura 
graduates, this March, she expects to go 
back to her home at Wakayanagi and teach 
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primary school. Our Mission has just voted 
to reopen Christian work in that town. 

Misses Kitauri, Midori Suzuki, and Toshi 
Sakuma, all fourth-year girls in the U. C. 
G. S., had their school well trained, though 
none received medals. Their Y. W. C. A. 
pays the rent of that school. It, and that 
of Misses Ise, Namae, and Miura, three 
more fourth-year girls, are conducted Sun- 
day morning, during the time of the church 
Sunday-school. At the close of these schools 
their teachers come to the church to the 
preaching service. 

All the pupils of the fourth and third- 
year classes of the U. C. G. S., and their 
teachers, attend the normal class of the 
Sunday-school that I teach on Friday after- 
noons. 


Monday and Wednesday “Sunday-schools” 
are each taught by Miss Kikeigawa. Some- 
times other students, alternately, accom- 
pany her. The work is part of her Bible- 
woman training. 


The church Sunday-school received thirty- 
three medals, eighty-one in all being award- 
ed. My class of ten first-year and ten 
second-year girls of the U. C. G. S., anda 
varying element from four other schools of 
the city, took the major part of the medals. 
The kindergarten took several. Two sons 
of the pastor and our Maki received medals, 
this year and last. 


Each time the kindergarten appeared on 
the platform, the audience of over 300 ap- 
plauded. The teachers would have our Maki 
appear six times, and each time his face 
was so full of Christmas joy that an audible 
smile passed over the house. A cantata 
the Girls’ School sang held the audience 
spellbound until ten o’clock. 


Most of this work is but seed-sowing, for 
the present, though the religious freedom 
that the girls in boarding school have when 
absent from their non-Christian homes, and 
the self-effacing, earnest faith they mani- 
fest in leading their own people to know 
their Savior is no small, present result. 
When the European war and the California 
question are settled and the great anti- 
Christian pressure removed, many of those 
1,200 Sunday-school students will rush into 
church membership, prepared to do service 
for the living God. SUSIE V. Fry. 

Utsunomiya, Japan, 

Jan. 18, 1917. 
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“The world is a garden 
Children the flowers, 
Smiles are the sunshine, 
Tears are the showers, 
Frowns are the weeds, 
That should never find room 
In a well-tended garden 
Covered with bloom.” 


3 8 & 


Recreation should glorify God. It should 
develop man along divinely appointed lines. 
It should make him stronger and more cap- 
able. It should put him in such condition 
that God can use him more effectively when 
He needs him.—Rev. De Witt M. Benham, 
Presbyterian, Baltimore. 
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“To be able to bear our own troubles is 
the secret of our ability to help those who 
are troubled.” 
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News of General Interest in the Secular World 


—tThe Swiss federal council has pro- 
posed that leading Swiss citizens be ready 
to continue the Belgian and French relief 
work if the American relief commission re- 
tires from Belgium and northern France. 


—Governor E. C. Debaca, of New Mex- 
ico, died in Santa Fe, N. M., Feb. 18. Gov. 
Debaca was the second governor the State 
has had. His body will lie in state in the 
Capitol before being taken to Las Vegas for 
burial. 


—tTwelve steamships left New York 
Feb. 18, presumably for European ports, 
which will necessitate the passage through 
the prohibited zone announced by Germany. 
Three vessels arrived at port, having brav- 
ed the danger zone. 


——Reports of the spread of the liberal 
revolt in Cuba received at Washington, Feb. 
14, aroused such apprehension that Secre- 
tary Lansing cabled a second warning to 
the people of the republic that the United 
States would not regard as legal any gov- 
ernment set up by violence. The message 
was to be circulated all over the island. 





The ferryboats that carry the rail- 
road trains across Lake Erie, Ontario, and 
Michigan run both winter and summer. In 
winter the water is frozen solid for twenty- 
five miles from shore. The boat, by means 
of its powerful screws, is driven up over 
the edge of the ice. Its tremendous weight 
breaks down the ice, and in this slow way 
the crossing is made. 


—lIt is officially announced that one 
German submarine within twenty-four 
hours sank one auxiliary cruiser of 20,000 
tons gross, two auxiliary cruisers, or trans- 
port steamers of 13,600 tons each, and one 
transport steamer of 4,600 tons. Thus, one 
submarine within twenty-four hours de- 
stroyed 51,800 tons. It seems that the 
record is announced with pride. 


Demobilization of the entire national 
guard force remaining in the federal service 
on the border, including troops from Texas, 
New Mexico, and Arizona, was ordered Feb. 
17 by the War Department. General Fun- 
ston was directed to send all guard organ- 
izations home for muster out as soon as he 
can complete arrangements for the move- 
ment. Since this order was given General 
Funston has died. 





—Under regulations being considered 
by the Cincinnati Board of Health, persons 
engaged in the handling and preparation of 
food for public consumption will be requir- 
ed to have health certificates from reputable 
physicians based upon an annual medical 
inspection, as a condition of their employ- 
ment. The regulation, as presented by 
Chief Health Officer Landis, refers only to 
those employed in hotels and restaurants. 


——tThe Declaration of Independence 
hung up so long in a strong light in the 
State Department at Washington and had 
been copied and photographed so many 
times that it was getting nearly worn out 
and faded out. Several years ago it and 
the original copy of the Constitution were 
shut up in a dry safe where nothing can 


hurt them. Even the President of the United 
States cannot order it brought out until 
1923, when it is again to be photographed. 





Acting under the authority of a 
special act of Congress, approved September 
8, 1916, the President has, on recommenda- 
tion of the Secretary of Agriculture, sign- 
ed a proclamation adding approximately 
50,000 acres to the Whitman National For- 
est, Oregon. The lands involved are situ- 
ated on the divide between the John Day, 
Powder, and Burnt Rivers, in east-central 
Oregon. 


—tThe Berlin Vorwaerts says that a 
mass deportation of Berlin children to the 
country is planned. It is intended to give 
ailing children of three upper classes of the 
public schools several months in the coun- 
try. It is believed that this step will re- 
lieve the food difficulty in the city and 
enable the children to be better fed. It is 
hoped that agriculture will also be helped, 
as the children can do light tasks on farms, 
and other towns are invited to imitate Ber- 
lin’s example. 





The print paper manufacturers yield- 
ed in their opposition to the government’s 
effort to restore normal prices and agreed 
to permit the Federal Trade Commission to 
determine a fair scale only when confronted 
with the alternative of personal action by 
President Wilson and a special session of 
Congress to pass remedial legislation. It is 
understood that the administration is going 
further and taking steps to guard against 
any shortage of supply of paper in the 
future. 





With startling suddenness was flash- 
ed the news over the country, Feb. 20, of 
the death of Major-General Frederick Fun- 
ston, which occurred Feb. 19. He died of 
acute indigestion. The death of General 
Funston removes one of the most pictur- 
esque characters from the United States 
army, whose record included the capture of 
Aguinaldo, the Philippino rebel chief, com- 
mand of the forces which seized Vera Cruz, 
and direction of Mexican border movements. 
General Funston was fifty-one years old. 





Captain Charles A. Polack, of the 
North German Lloyd steamship, Kron- 
princessin Cecilie, testified Feb. 17 at a fed- 
eral court hearing on a petition for the sale 
of the vessel, that he had been ordered by 
a man officially connected with the German 
embassy to disable its machinery. This was 
done, he said, to prevent the ship’s use by 
this government in the event of hostilities 
with Germany. He refused to divulge the 
name of the man giving the order. Other 
vessels have been disabled so that in case 
of hostilities arising between Germany and 
this country, the ships might not be of use 
to the United States. 





Prohibition took a step forward in 
both branches of Congress, Feb. 15. In 
the Senate drastic amendments to the postal 
appropriation bill were agreed to, which 
would make criminal the importation of 
liquor into States which prohibit its manu- 
facture and sale for beverage purposes, and 
which would exclude liquor advertisements 


from the mail in States which legislate 
against such advertising. On the House 
side, the national prohibition constitutional 
amendment was favorably reported from 
the Judiciary Committee, with a prediction 
by Chairman Webb that it would be passed 
within a week. Champions of prohibition 
greeted this announcement with enthusiasm. 


Upward of one hundred Alaskans 
are directly interested in fur farming. 
There are silver-fox yards in thirty-five 
localities, while on an equal number of 
islands blue foxes are farmed. The silver- 
fox farms are not yet producing fur, but 
pelts sent to market during the last season 
from the older blue-fox farms brought good 
results. Fur farming is in its experimental 
stage. Experiments are being carried on 
in a number of cities to determine the best 
methods of feeding, confining, and other- 
wise handling fur-bearing animals, especial- 
ly foxes, minks, and martens; to determine 
the species most suitable for domestication ; 
to produce improved strains by selective 
breeding; to investigate the effects of temp- 
erature on fur growth, and to test methods 
of dressing peltries and of caring for dress- 
ed furs. 





—The severance of diplomatic relations 
with Germany has caused some alarm 
among foreign-born people in cities, who 
have postal savings deposits, lest their sav- 
ings might be seized by the government in 
the event of war. The State Department 
announced that the government will in no 
circumstances take advantage of a state of 
war to take possession of property to which 
international understandings and the recog- 
nized law of the land give it no just claim 
or title. It will scrupulously respect all 
private rights alike of its own citizens and 
of the subjects of foreign States. Postal 
savings depositors have the further express 
assurance of law, act of June 25, 1910, that 
the faith of the United States is solemnly 
pledged to the payment of all deposits, and 
that they may be withdrawn on demand. 


—Fresh fruits are divided into two 
classes, “flavor fruits” and “food fruits,” 
according as they are valued for their flavor 
or as a food, according to the Office of 
Nutrition Investigations for the United 
States Department of Agriculture. Those 
that are eighty per cent. or more water 
fall under the first classification (apples, 
pears, peaches, and most of our common 
fruits), while those containing less fall un- 
der the latter (bananas, grapes, and figs). 
The food value of a pound of dried fruit 
is much greater than that of a pound of 
fresh fruit. Dried fruits have been termed 
an economical article of diet, compared with 
other foodstuffs, in these days of high cost 
of living. According to a rough estimate, 
each person in this country consumes on an 
average of five or six pounds of dried fruit 
a year. Fruits of all kinds are being used 
much more in these last several years than 
formerly. Dried fruits, contrary to the 
number of other things that have increased 
in price, many within the past year, have 
not increased in price and therefore their 
purchase is an economy by any householder. 
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FILL UP THE MEASURE 


Yes, fill up the measure, but don’t fill it with talk or promises, or objections or 
excuses: fill it with cash and checks. 

One of our great church days is approaching, a day to be magnified and planned for 
and prayed over. It should be a great day with us, because it is devoted to a great cause, 
to the fundamental cause of Christianity—the world-wide proclamation of Good News that 
came into the world through Jesus the Christ. How dare we trifle with it? 


FOREIGN MISSION DAY WILL OCCUR ON SUNDAY, MARCH 11 


If on that day we carelessly offer but trifles to the missionary work, we are clearly 
guilty of trifling with the day and the whole great cause. 

Now as for filling up the measure on that day, we have a suggestion to offer: let us 
aim to make the minimum offering a day’s wage each for the members of our churches and 
congregations. Give as much more as you please; but in the midst of prosperity and plenty 
we certainly can afford to contribute a day’s wage each for the greatest work committed 
to the Church. 

Last year, in our little Crown Point church, fifteen persons offered a day’s wage for 
foreign missions. 

The Newport News church gathered $100 last year for the annual offering by use of 
the day’s wage plan. 

We received a considerable number of day’s wage remittances from people not living 
near our churches or privileged to attend them. One good woman, a widow, in the south- 
west, dependent on irregular days’ work for a living for herself and child, sent a day’s 
wage in token of her gratitude for her blessings. 


A DAY’S WAGE FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Let this be our motto for the whole Church and every member, on 


Sunday, March 11. 


THE OPEN DOOR AT DOGENZAKA 


Rev. C. P. Garman writes in a recent letter as follows: 


‘‘Not long ago there were six baptisms in the Naka Shibuya church. One young woman at death’s 
door with tuberculosis asked to be baptized. Relatives and friends gathered, for the rite, about the bed 
from which she never arose. Less than a month later we gathered about her coffin for the last sad 
rites. Spiritual birth and bodily death so near together! One of those baptized is an ex-colonel in 
the army. He retired last year, and has since taken a position as student director in a Christian school. 
His wife has long been a Christian and his children are attending Christian schools. This is the third 
entire family which our church has had the privilege of enlisting in its ranks. Three young men and 
the wife of a member of our Wakuya church make up the roll of new members. Two young men have 
since applied for baptism, which will soon be administered. One is a member of our Bible Class at the 
Agricultural University, and the other is the first student enrolled in our Night School.’’ 


‘‘Dogenzaka’’ is a name applied to the locality, and ‘‘ Naka Shibuya”’ is the name of the church. For 
this church and congregation we are trying to purchase a building lot and erect a little chapel. There 
is a splendid opening for Christianity in that part of the city. We can gather a strong church there. 
The work now being done includes a kindergarten, night school, Sunday-school, church services, and 
lecture course. Unless we can secure a lot and erect a building, we may be unable to continue this 
excellent work. Since prices of land are advancing rapidly, a lot may cost us $3,000. 


WE WANT SPECIAL GIFTS FOR THIS PURPOSE 


Wiil you help so that we may not be under necessity of interrupting this work? 


MAKE NOTE OF THIS: 


We are trying to increase our general receipts at least $5,000 for this year. There has been a good 
increase thus far. 


For leaflets and information address M. T. Morrill, C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, Ohio. 
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GRADED GRAMMAR.—A Boston girl 
of seven who paid a visit to some friends 
in Rochester, and having made a few mis- 
takes in grammar and pronunciation, was 
corrected by her aunt. She straightened 
herself up and said, “I want you to under- 
stand I do not use my best language in this 
place.” 


CHANGE OF TIME IN TAKING EDU- 
CATIONAL OFFERING 


The following resolution has been adopt- 
ed by the Executive Board of the Conven- 
tion: 

At the recent meeting of the Educational 
Board of The American Christian Conven- 
tion it was the unanimous sense of the 
Board that the time for the taking of the 
Annual Educational Offering in the Chris- 
tian Church should be changed from the 
second Sunday in September to the fourth 
Sunday in the same month. The reason 
assigned was that the membership of the 
churches, particularly of the city churches, 
from which the greater contributions come, 
had not yet returned from the summer va- 
cation, and as a consequence a very consid- 
erable portion of the church people was not 
reached. 


PEACE PROPAGANDA 


A Peace Propaganda has been mailed to 
ministers and church officials from the gen- 
eral headquarters of the Federal Council, 
signed by the Secretary of the Committee, 
Rev. Sidney L. Gulick. It is a splendid 
document and should be widely circulated. 
It may be had in any quantity desired by 
addressing Rev. Sidney L. Gulick, 105 East 
22d St., New York, N. Y. It is endorsed 
by forty bishops, 186 pastors, 158 presi- 
dents, deans, and professors of colleges, uni- 
versities, and theological seminaries, 154 
secretaries, and other officers of religious 
and social service organizations, 35 editors, 
242 other representative Christian citizens, 
making a total of 815 names attached to 
the document. 


GOOD FOR AVON 


Feb. 14, 1917. 
Dr. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR SiR:—Enclosed please find twenty 
dollars ($20.00) offering of Olive Christian 
church of Avon, Illinois, Western Illinois 
Conference, Rev. J. W. Maxwell, pastor, J. 
M. Hendricks, clerk, Avon, Ill. Please send 
receipt to the sender. 

Respectfully, 
J. R. RUBART, Treasurer. 


Avon, Ill., R. D. 5. 


THIS IS YOUR RECEIPT 


A good heart that. wanted to literally 
obey the Scriptures, not to let the left hand 
know what the right hand was doing, sends 
a personal contribution with the following 
letter: 


Dr. J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR SiR:—Please find enclosed five dol- 
lars ($5.00), two-fifty ($2.50) for foreign 
missions and two-fifty ($2.50) for Ameri- 
can Christian Convention Fund. 

Respectfully, 


LOYAL BUT HELPLESS 


ONWARD, INDIANA, 
Feb. 18, 1917. 
J. F. Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

DEAR S1iR:—Some time ago I received the 
literature reminding us of the annual Edu- 
cational Offering. I am sorry to say we will 
not be able to help with this offering this 
time. 

Our church building was entirely destroy- 
ed by the cyclone that passed over this 
country March 21, 1916. For some time we 
held our services in the schoolhouse, but 
during the winter months we have abandon- 
ed them entirely. We expect to open them 
again in April. i 

Yours respectfully, 
EFFIE KESLING. 


WHERE LOYALTY IS A FIXTURE 


Fes. 14, 1917. 
Dear Brother Burnett, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Dear Sir:—In reply to yours of last week 
will say, there was infantile paralysis in 
Coletown in September and October, 1916, 
and we had no church and no Sunday-school 
at that time. After that Brother Watson 
was down in Preble County at his other 
charge, and we had sickness in our family 
from September 20 to December 25, 1916, 
of which death ended his suffering, and we 
have been behind in our offerings, but will 
say we took the Convention offering last 
Sunday, and will take the Educational of- 
fering in two weeks from last Sunday, and 
will send both to you in one check, if that 
will suit you. Of course I will class them 
on the blank the way they go, but I can 
send it all at once. The Convention offering 
is $6.00. If you want it before then, drop 
me a card and I will send it at once. 

Yours truly, 


A. P. SHADE, Clerk. 
Greenville, O., R. D. 8. 


PRAYERS SHORT AND LONG 


A German pastor at a recent Christian 
conference in his country made the follow- 
ing sensible remark concerning the length 
of our prayers, public and private: “As in 
all else, so in this matter the Lord Jesus 
has given us the best example. When He 
was in the circle of His disciples His 
prayers were of moderate length. When 
in a mixed assembly, as at the grave of 
Lazarus, or at the feeding of the five thou- 
sand, they were short. But when He was 
alone with His Father on mountain or in 
desert, then He prayed the whole _night 
through. So do ye, brethren. Pray mod- 
erately long among the children of God, 
as Jesus did in His high-priestly prayer; 
in a mixed group, with the sick, the dying, 
or the unfortunate, shortly. But when you 
are alone in your closet with your Savior, 
then pray as long as you will.” 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for March 11, 1917 





JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE 
John 6: 22-40 





Time—The day following the last lesson. 
Place—Capernaum, the home of Jesus. 
Golden Text—Jesus said unto them, I am 
the bread of life—John 6: 35. 
Principle—Christ the bread of life. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, March 5—Desire for Signs. 
John 6: 22-31. 

Tuesday, March 6—Jesus the Bread of 
Life. John 6: 32-40. 

Wednesday, March 7—Jesus the Bread 
From Heaven. . John 6: 41-51. 

Thursday, March 8—The Giver of Life. 
John 6: 52-59. 

Friday, March 9—Words of Eternal Life. 
John 6: 60-71. 

Saturday, March 10—Opinions Divided. 
John 7: 1-138. 

Sunday, March 11—Righteous Judgment. 
John 7: 14-24. 





Lesson Outline 

The people take boats and follow him, 
22-24, 

He reproves their fleshly motives, 25-27. 

They profess to desire to be instructed, 28. 

Christ shows them that He is the Bread 
of Life, 35. 

Christ’s promise to those who come to 
Him, 37. : 





Comments 


The people who stood beside the Sea of 
Galilee saw that there was no boat there 
in which Christ could have crossed over, 
and were surprised to find him there. There 
were other boats which had come from Ti- 
berias after Jesus and the disciples had de- 
parted. Tiberias was built near the lake 
of Gennesaret, in the best part of Galilee 
and was called by this name in honor of 
Tiberius, the Roman emperor. 

They also took shipping—As many of 
them as could get boats went by boat to 
Capernaum, but the rest went on foot. It 
is not likely that five or six thousand people 
could get boats enough to carry them; but 
their anxiety to find Jesus was so great that 
they went even to Capernaum, seeking Je- 
sus. They were anxious to find Him, not 
because of their spiritual appreciation, but 
because of the miracle which He had per- 
formed in feeding the five thousand. 

On the other side of the sea—That is on 
the north side of the sea where Capernaum 
was located. It was in one of the syna- 
gogues of Capernaum that He delivered 
this discourse to the people. 
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Ye seek me, not because ye saw, etc.— 
Though this miracle was one of the most 
wonderful that was ever wrought upon 
earth, yet they saw nothing in it but the 
satisfaction of the appetite. Most people 
are willing to receive temporal good from 
the hand of God daily, but they are blind 
to any appeal higher than the appetite. The 
spiritual significance of His teachings, His 
blessings, His wonderful providence, and 
His constant care of our bodily needs never 
awaken in such people any spiritual mean- 
ing or any spiritual appeal to the higher 
nature. The temporal is a symbol of the 
spiritual, and the miracle on this occasion 
reveals the boundless spiritual blessings 
that are sufficient to supply all our needs. 


Labor not for the meat—Do not labor for 
this only, but also for that spiritual meat 
that shall endure unto everlasting life. The 
great purpose of Christ was to provide for 
the soul that spiritual food after which the 
immortal spirit should seek. 


Him hath God, the Father, sealed—This 
expression reveals the mission of Christ as 
the Messiah who was sealed with His divine 
anointing to be Prophet, Priest, and King 
to an ignorant, sinful world, to reveal the 
wonderful love of God the Father. His mis- 
sion was the reconciliation of man to God 
by making man willing to serve God and 
obey God and believe in the loving, saving 
power of Him in salvation. As a person 
at a distance who wishes to communicate 
with another, seals it with his own seal, 
and sends it direct to the person for whom 
it was written; so Christ who was in the 
bosom of the Father, came to interpret the 
divine will of the Father to man bearing 
the image, superscription, and seal of God, 
in the immaculate holiness of His nature, 
unsullied truth of His teachings, and in the 
wonderful evidence of His miracles. He 
came as a priest to make atonement for the 
sin, and the bread which nourishes unto 
eternal life is His body, which He gives in 
sacrifice for the life of the world; and to 
this sacrifice of Himself, the words him hath 
the father sealed, seem especially to relate. 
It was a custom among the people of the 
East to place a seal upon the victim which 
was deemed proper for sacrifice, and the 
Father saw in Christ one who was pre- 
eminently fitting to become the great sacri- 
fice to the world to reveal the love of God. 
The greatness of the offering measures the 
greatness of the love that prompted it; 
the greatness of the suffering of Christ 
measures the extent to which He and the 
Father would go to make mankind in sin 
understand something of the willingness to 
save man from sin by winning him from sin 
to a Savior who could love man into the 
Kingdom. 


That we might work the works of God— 
They wanted to know what works they 
could do according to the law. Their con- 
ception of pleasing God was in terms of 
work, conforming to outward rule; but 
Christ taught them that they could not be 
saved by works, but by work. The work of 
God, He said, is that ye believe on Him 
whom He has sent. This is the source of 
salvation. This kind of work prepares for 
the works. Faith must be the cause and 
works the effect; faith the fountain, works 
the stream; faith the inborn principle and 
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conduct the expression of a changed nature; 
will prove to the world the miraculous sav- 
ing power of God made manifest in the life 
of man. 


They wanted a sign, but they would not 
believe the sign of the feeding of the five 
thousand. They had believed that Moses 
had given them bread from heaven, but 
Christ taught them that the true bread was 
from heaven and was for the spiritual nour- 
ishment of the soul. When He revealed the 
real teaching of the miracle, they said, 
“Lord, evermore give us this bread.” Then 
Jesus taught them that He was the true 
Bread of Life, and that He that cometh 
unto Him should never hunger or thirst; 
but they would not come to Him, that they 
might have life. They had seen Him and 
refused to believe, but He told them that 
all that the Father giveth Him should come 
unto Him; and that all who came unto Him 
He would in no wise cast out, but they 
should be fed with spiritual food for the 
soul until every need should be supplied for 
the spiritual life now and forever. 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. - - Secretary 
Elon College, N. C. 


Topic for March 18, 1917 





THE CURSE OF COWARDICE 
John 18: 15-27 





The Scripture :— 


And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another 
disciple: that disciple was known unto the high 
priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of 
the high priest. But Peter stood at the door without. 
Then went out that. other disciple which was known 
unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the 
door, and brought in Peter. Then saith the damsel 
that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one 
of this man’s disciples? He saith, I am not. And 
the servants and officers stood there, who had made 
a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed 
themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed 
himself. The high priest then asked Jesus of his 
disciples, and of his doctrine. Jesus answered him, 
I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the 
synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews al- 
ways resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 
Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what 
I have said unto them: behold, they know what I 
said. And when he had thus spoken, one of the 
officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of 
his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so? 
Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear wit- 
ness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me? 
Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the 
high priest. 

And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They 
said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of 
his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am _ not. 
One of the servants of the high priest, being his 
kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I 
see thee in the garden with him? Peter then denied 
again: and immediately the cock crew. 





The Leader:—I once heard a _ great 
preacher say that it is a dangerous thing 
for a Christian to warm himself by the 
enemy’s fire. That is what Peter did and 
it made him a coward. Compromise makes 
cowards of us all. Under no circumstances 
can we afford to swerve one inch from the 
way of right and duty. It may cost us 
suffering, even life, to be brave and coura- 
geous, but we must remember our Lord suf- 
fered and it is not necessary that we live. 
The root of cowardice is sin. May God 
cleanse us and so make us clean and brave! 


Topics for Brief Essays or Addresses :— 
The Cause of Cowardice; The Secret of 
Bravery; The Teaching of David’s Life; 
The Cure for Cowardice; Timidity Not 
Cowardice; How It can be Overcome; Lin- 
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coln as a Brave Man; Livingstone as a 
Brave Man; Wilson as a Brave Man. 


Questions for Meditation and Answer in 
Meeting:—What is bravery? What is 
cowardice? What is the source of each? 
Can a man be brave without being good? 
Can a real Christian be a coward? Why 
do we get scared in the dark? Did Peter’s 
cowardice do him any good? Is safety first 
a good Christian doctrine? Can we afford 
ever to compromise with the enemies of 
Christ? How can a man overcome his 
cowardice? 


FOR SAILORS AND SOLDIERS 


Since the outbreak of the war the Brit- 
ish Endeavorers have done a noble work 
for sailors and soldiers. They have 
written by hand more than 107,860 letters 
and have sent 87,492 printed letters; they 
have sent 22,414 copies of The Christian 
Endeavor Times and 85,486 needle-cases; 
5,716 letters have been written to workers 
and to relatives of soldiers. Thousands 
of pillow text-cards have been distributed 
in hospitals, an immense number of tracts 
and periodicals have been sent to the ships, 
and 100,000 Gospel portions and Testaments 
have been given to the soldiers. The large 
cost of this and other similar work has been 
borne by the Endeavorers. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR WAYS 


At a recent Pennsylvania county conven- 
tion ten Christian Endeavor Experts con- 
ducted a model prayer-meeting. 

A Missouri society recently added twelve 
new members by a contest between the Live 
Wires and the Get Mores. 


An Iowa society has promised $400 to- 
ward a new parsonage, and has already 
raised $200. 

About a thousand Christian Endeavorers 
“hit the trail” in one of Billy Sunday’s 
Boston meetings—young people’s night. 

An Intermediate society in Oklahoma 
sends two members every Sunday to visit 
some other society and exchange plans and 
suggestions. 





HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer S. Thomas ~ ~ Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 


The Vanderveer Park church in Brooklyn 
has again passed the high mark of the larg- 
est attendance at ali of the services of the 
church during one week. Growing right 
along means that we are needing more room 


now for the church to expand. One thing 


that the work at Brooklyn is proving is that 
we are in great need of a church extension 
fund. 





“Cindy’s Chance,” a little playlet the 
story of which is laid in the southern moun- 
tains, was finely rendered by the Muncie 
church people at the Mission Study Confer- 
ence. Two other churches are planning to 
use it inthe near future. The use of such 
demonstrations is a very practical and in- 
teresting way to teach missions in the 
churches. We can tell you how to get a 


a 
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number of these playlets if you will write 
to the Mission Rooms. 





We want you to direct your efforts to the 
Foreign Mission Campaign that is now on. 
The opportunity is greater than ever be- 
fore and the resources are in your hands. 
Do what the Master calls on you to do. We 
are anxious for you to be ready when the 
Home Mission Period begins, that you may 
work just as hard, that we may make a 
great forward step along all lines of mis- 
sion work in our Church. 


FAITH AND BELIEF 


Belief is our conviction of the truth of 
anything, and faith is the activity we mani- 
fest in revealing our belief. I believe there 
is no faith without action. In every in- 
stance that our Lord performed a miracle 
of healing, He required some action to man- 
ifest the faith of their belief. Now that is 
the gist of the work of missions. It is the 
activity of the church manifesting the fact 
of the Lord’s existence and His love. It 
is very difficult to see how there can be 
faith where there is not the spirit of mis- 
sions, since missions is the activity of the 
church, and without a mission a church is 
indeed dead. Work without faith is dead. 
Therefore faith is the living part of work. 
I believe that Jesus is the Savior of the 
world, I work with Him to save the world, 
thus expressing my faith in missions. 


BOOK AGENTS 


I used to know a Sunday-school teacher 
who always tried to “spiritualize” every- 
thing in the Sunday-school lesson. He 
would try to draw some spiritual lesson 
from all of the history and all of the inci- 
dents of the lesson. Of course, the result 
was that some of his analogies were rather 
far fetched. When I was a minister I was 
always trying to see homiletic value to 
everything. Now I find myself trying to see 
all things in relation to home missions. 
Just as I sat down to write the matter for 
this department this week, a female book- 
agent appeared on the scene. After con- 
suming quite a little of my valuable time 
without profit to herself or addition to my 
Christian character, she departed in quite 
a huff. Now to see a woman in that condi- 
tion gets on my nerves so that I cannot 
think anything but book agents, and it is 
time to have the home mission material in 
the hands of the editor. With my present 
frame of mind, I am not in condition to 
spiritualize anything, and how in the world 
to home missionize a book agent is surely 
a problem. The only thing that I can think 
that would help is the suggestion of per- 
severance. There are some things in the 
home mission work that are going to re- 
quire a lot of perseverance. 


Take for instance the Every-member 
Canvass. I have tried for the last two 
years not to miss many opportunities to 
write something in regard to the Every- 
member Canvass in this department. Slow 
results? Yes, but they are coming. I have 
more than a year and a half yet to serve 
in this office and I am not going to let up 
in that-time, if nothing better than the 
Every-member Canvass presents itself for 


financing the mission work of the church. 
We cannot feel that we have done all there 
is to do until we have enlisted every mem- 
ber of the Christian Church in active aid 
to the cause of missions. The pastor of a 
church is not ready to quit his job as long 
as there is a member of his church who is 
inactive, or there is a person in his parish 
unreached. Let the book agent teach us to 
persevere. 








Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lulu C. Helfenstein, 
Dayton, Ohio.) 


The pictures of our twelve foreign mis- 
sionaries are fine to use in Sunday-school 
work, as well as in missionary societies. 
They cost only five cents for the twelve— 
two cents extra for postage if you care to 
send it. Order from the Literature De- 
partment. 





The Miami Ohio Conference Woman’s 
Mission Board will hold the Mid-Year Meet- 
ing in the Christian church at West Milton, 
Thursday, March 15. This will be an all- 
day meeting. A fine program is prepared 
and a large attendance is looked for. 
Watch for the program in this column next 
week, 


AID SOCIETY OR STUDY CLASS, 
WHICH? 


A Sunday-school class of young girls in 
Illinois wanted to organize an Aid Society. 
The teacher did not-favor the idea, and in 
writing for literature and suggestions for 
mission work for girls she says that she 
does not like the idea of teaching the girls 
that our churches must have Aid Societies 
in order to exist. We wish that more of 
our women felt that way. 

Of course we sent literature explaining 
the work of our Young People’s Depart- 
ment and urged an organization for mis- 
sion work and study. We hope that many 
more Sunday-school classes will join the 
ranks in our Young People’s Department. 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A., - - Secretary 
Providence, R. I. 


JUST TO REMIND YOU 


The Educational Offering, for the current 
year, so far received, has been the largest 
regular offering in the history of the De- 
partment. Not only have many of the 
churches surpassed their previous gifts, 
but more of the churches have sent in their 
contributions than on any previous year. 

There are still some of the churches that 
have not responded. To them a “Reminder” 
was sent recently. Probably in many cases 
it has been a matter of mere oversight. We 
are confidently expecting many of these 
churches to take the offering now so as to 
get out of the way of other offerings soon to 
be asked for. 

From all our educational institutions 
come reports of the most encouraging kind. 
But, also, the demand for increased finan- 
cial support to meet the growing need is 
insistent. Brethren, this is of great im- 
portance. We cannot afford to keep our 
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churches back from having a part in so 
vital a work. The pastor can face his work 
with greater confidence and more hope of 
success if he helps his church move up to 
the front in all matters that pertain to the 
Kingdom. 

Take the Educational Offering. Take it 
now, and send to 

Rev. J. F. BURNETT, 

C. P. A. Building. Dayton, Ohio. 


A COMPREHENSIVE REPORT 


The -following report of the Committee 
on Education has been handed to the Con- 
vention Secretary, and we take pleasure in 
giving it to the readers of THE HERALD, 
calling attention to its comprehensiveness, 
and its insistence upon things of a vital 
nature, educationally. It is to be noted the 
conference has adopted an educational stan- 
dard for ordination beyond that recommend- 
ed by the Convention. The standard adopt- 
ed is none too high. The Convention stan- 
dard has been accepted as a minimum. It 
is most strongly urged that the standard of 
our conferences exceed that of the Conven- 
tion, wherever possible. 

The chairman of the committee of the 
Eel River Conference is, we believe, a grad- 
uate of Elon College. The report is a vin- 
dication of the higher and more aggressive 
standards of service trained men are bring- 


‘ ing to bear upon our denominational work. 


MERRIAM, IND., Aug. 19, 1916. 
To the Members of the Eel River 
Christian Conference: 

According to the very best reports that it has been 
possible for your committee to secure, the churches, 
in all the history of the conference have given to the 
Christian ministry thirteen ministers of the gospel, 
have to-day ten young men and young women pre- 
paring for definite Christian service and twelve stu- 
dents in college. We contributed this year for all 
educational purposes, $772.50, distributed as follows: 


To The A. C. C., call for education .......... $122.80 
Re MD adddwunsedéeggagkecnugedevsesaed 65.43 
Te tit ad win ccdudaaveniddenetweue 46.29 
ee EY i Sct nea nein ctncincagedeascee 473.00 
And to all other educational purposes ........ 65.50 


These conditions might be improved, therefore your 
committee recommends: 5 

1. That the churches of this conference be request- 
ed to pray earnestly that the Lord may call more of 
our young men into the gospel ministry. 

2. That we constantly emphasize the importance 
of our young people taking advantage of the public 
schools—elementary and high. 

8. That our pastors and Sunday-school workers 
cooperate with the public schools to the end that the 
proper Christian ideals shall be encouraged as much 
as possible. 

4. That there be appointed in every Sunday-school 
or church an educational key man, who shall furnish 
either the Educational Secretary of the conference or 
the presidents of Defiance and Union Christian Col- 
leges with all the names of our young people as soon 
as they enter the junior class in high school. 

5. That every church of the conference be asked to 
make a liberal contribution to the cause of education 
during the ensuing conference year, the designation 
of such an offering be under the direction of the 
church making the contribution. 

6. That every young man now taking the course 
as offered by The A. C. C. be requested to provide 
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himself with the books for the present year, prepare 
himself thoroughly, meet with the Educational Secre- 
tary at our next annual conference, and sit for a 
written examination, on the year’s work. 


7. That a college education or its equivalent be 
required of all young men entering the ministry after 
January 1, 1917, before they receive ordination at 
the hands of the Eel River Christian Conference. 

8. That this conference should start a fund for 
the education of her ministry and that Defiance Col- 
lege and Union Christian be asked to give free 
scholarships to all the matriculated ministerial stu- 
dents and life-work recruits of this conference. The 
details of this cooperation to be arranged by the 
secretary of education in conjunction with the author- 
ities of the colleges. 

Your committee also recommends the ordination of 
Bro. P. V. Harris, of Wakarusa Christian church to 
the gospel ministry. 

L. E. SMITH, 
W. D. SAMUEL, 
SARAH MARKLEY. 


ELON COLLEGE NOTES 


ELON COLLEGE, N. C., 
Feb. 19, 1917. 

The present week is to be filled with 
public events on the Hill of an unusually 
attractive and interesting character. 

On Tuesday evening a representative of 
the New Edison Phonograph will give a 
public concert in which he will demonstrate 
the practicability of the phonograph for 
public lecture teaching and concert pur- 
poses. 


On Wednesday evening the Peace Contest 
will be held to be participated in by five 
orators, from which contest the one who 
will represent Elon in the State contest to 
be held some time soon will be selected. 
The orators for the occasion are: W. C. 
King, Seagrove, N. C.; H. T. Floyd, Roan- 
oke, Ala.; W. O. Motley, Burlington, N. is.5 
H. Babcock, Appomattox, Va.; and J. L. 
Crumpton, Roxboro, N. C. 

On Thursday evening following the cele- 
bration of the national holiday commemo- 
rating the birth of the father of our coun- 
try, the Clio Literary Society will present 
its annual public celebration. A delightful 
program, varied and comprehensive, has 
been prepared covering the many-sidedness 
of the activities of this organization. 

The program is as follows: 


INN 5 stint acne Caer H. M. Redding 

PEMONIB 5.0.5 <anckne bate G. C. Donovan 

WORD os. ok arcane Floyd Alexander 

RINDOPRONARIOR 6. vis.sxdccnwe ds E. R. Riedel 
DEBATE 


QuERY: Resolved, That free trade would 
be a better commercial policy for the United 
States than protection. 


Affirmative Negative 
B. W. Everette H. W. Carter 
L. D. Martin H. S. Hardcastle 


W. McCULLOCH, President. 
E. B. Pace, Secretary. 
On Friday afternoon the Music Depart- 


ment will present in a matinee performance 
about a dozen of its advanced pupils in piano 
and voice. “x.” 


ELON COLLEGE, N. C., 
Feb. 22, 1917. 

On last evening at eight o’clock the an- 
nual inter-collegiate Peace Contest, Elon 
Chapter, was held in the college auditorium. 
The auditorium was packed to _ over- 
flowing, and the contestants were cheered 
to the echo. 

The following young men participated in 
the contest: Henry Terrie Floyd, Roan- 
oke, Ala,; John Laymond Crumpton, Rox- 
boro, N. C.; Havilah Babcock, Appomattox, 
Va.; William Carson King, Seagrove, N. C. 
The judges were Hon. D. R. Fonville, C. D. 
Johnson, and Rev. J. W. Harrell. 
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Mr. J. L. Crumpton won the orator’s 
medal, and was commissioned by President 
Harper to represent the college in the inter- 
collegiate contest to be held in the near 
future. Mr. W. C. King was named as 
Mr. Crumpton’s alternate. a 





ELON COLLEGE, N. C. 
Feb. 23, 1917. 

That free trade has been discredited. in 
American economic and industrial life and 
that protection has won the day, not as a 
political issue, but as exemplifying the fun- 
damental American conception of interna- 
tional comity, was the decision of Dr. J. W. 
Harrell, Dr. J. E. Rawls, and Attorney I. 
C. Moser, who sat as judges in the Clio de- 
bate last evening. 

The debate was the concluding literary 
element of a rich and varied program. The 
debaters who championed free trade were 
Messrs. B. W. Everette, Newsom, Va., and 
L. D. Martin, Suffolk, Va. They represent- 
ed their doctrine beautifully, but the nega- 
tive championed by Messrs H. W. Carter, 
Greensboro, N. C., and H. S. Hardcastle, 
Dover, Del., in the opinion of the majority 
of the judges adduced the superior argu- 
ments. 


Preceding the debate Mr. Herbert M. Red- 
ding, Asheboro, N. C., was heard in a splen- 
did oration, “The Dreamer in the Hall of 
Fame.” The conception was vivid and 
Unique and the eloquence of the orator 
charming. It was the subject of much fav- 
orable comment. 


Two humorous numbers were given. One 
by Mr. G. C. Donovan, Lexington, N. C., 
which was entitled, Breakers Ahead, and in 
which he depicted Elon life and society in 
the year of grace 1950.. The other was an 
original impersonation by Esmond R. Rie- 
del, Holland, Va., to which he gave the title, 
The Ancient Marineress. It was a graphic 
portrayal of one of our “evening sisters” 
making her maiden voyage to London. 


Two other splendid numbers on the pro- 
gram were musical. Mr. Floyd Alexander 
sang three songs: “Yesterday and To-day” 
—Spross; “Wind Song’—Rogers; ‘“Con- 
stancy”—Foote. Mr. F. M. Dunaphant, as 
reader, with Mr. Edwin M. Betts as accom- 
panist, presented Poe’s Raven as a melo- 
drama. The music by Arthur Bergh was 
used. 


Mr. Warren McCullouch as president of 
the celebration, gave a splendid word of 
greeting before the program was enacted. 
Mr. E. B. Page, of Wilmington, Va., was 
secretary. The marshalls were: Messrs. J. 
M. Watson, Chief, V. W. Vaughan, and R. 
M. Rothgeb. “. 


DR. SUMMERBELL LECTURES AT 
DEFIANCE COLLEGE 


Dr. Martyn Summerbell, of Lakemont, 
N. Y., delivered his semi-annual lecture 
course at the college, Feb. 22-25. The lec- 
tures were of the usual high order, but 
more practical and interesting. The first 
was on “Christian Training.” He said: 
“To find the source of man’s common need 
we must go back to Adam and Eve, who 
failed because of a wrong attitude toward 
God. They didn’t have enough religion of 
the right kind. This is the source of the 
moral ills of our day.” 
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The speaker then gave a vivid picture of 
the evils of modern society—political brib- 
ery and corruption, debauchery of the sons 
of the wealthy, demonic greed, and unhal- 
lowed passion—and said: “The chief source 
of our moral problem is traceable to the 
breaking up of the foundations of religious 
belief. Criticism has undermined the foun- 
dation of faith and unsettled life and con- 
duct. Remove God as Creator, Jesus Christ 
as divine Savior, and the Bible as God’s 
revelation, and no security is left. 

“The wide-spread desire for pleasure is 
another degenerating force in modern so- 
ciety. It leaves no time for literary or 
religious culture and for the development 
of the graces and virtues of the home. It 
makes pleasure the end of life and rele- 
gates honest labor to a deplored necessity. 


“The increasing postponement of mar- 
riage and home making is among the worst 
symptoms of this age. Pride, extrava- 
gance, and pleasure seeking combine to de- 
fer marriage to a period when conjugal 
happiness is less likely and home making 
impracticable. 


“Against these forces, however, certain 
potent influences for good are operating. 
Good literature, abundant and accessible, 
Christian Associations, as the Y. M. and 
Y. W., rescue and other forms of home mis- 
sions work, all tell for righteousness; but 
most important of all the battalions of the 
church are becoming the most alert and 
efficient since the days of the apostles.” 


The second lecture was on the theme, 
“Christian Training in the Home.” This 
he regarded as vital. The home can and 
should be the restoration of faith and the 
Christian virtues. The religious life of par- 
ents must be genuine in the home. Children 
should be taught the Bible and religion, 
and how to pray. A simple, but real fam- 
ily worship should be in the daily program 
of every home, and every Sabbath should 
find parents and children worshiping to- 
gether in the same family pew. 


Dr. Summerbell also delivered a highly 
interesting and instructive address to the 
Divinity School on the “Ethics of the Min- 
istry,” and preached a great sermon on 
Sunday morning from the theme, “The Ex- 
tending Kingdom.” 


We count the visits and messages of Dr. 
Summerbell a benediction. With the pass- 
ing years we note the evidence of increas- 
ing culture, ripe wisdom, and spiritual 
force. There is an increasing appreciation 
here of Dr. Summerbell and his messages. 

N. G. NEWMAN. 


WORD OF APPRECIATION 


To Whom It May Concern: 

This is to certify that I was in attendance at the 
revival held in the First Christian church in Louis- 
ville and that I consider Rev. P. O. Anderson a safe, 
sane, able preacher of the gospel. 

I can endorse the many sermons I heard him de- 
liver. He does not preach church amity, but salva- 
tion, and yet he loves and stands for the church. 


I have never met a man that labors more earnestly 
for the salvation of the lost and the building up of 
the church. 

His labors in Louisville have been a blessing to 
all the churches, not only the Christian church, and 
the influence of thi¢ good man will be felt when he 
is gone to other fields of labor. I write this of my 
own. free will and accord; he has not asked for 
anything of the kind, but I want to give the flowers 
to the living. 


Rev. J. E. WI.ey, 
Pastor of M. E. Church. 


Louisville, IU. 


a seen 
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NEW ENGLAND NOTES 


Portsmouth, N. H.—The work at Ports- 
mouth is moving forward in a very com- 
mendable manner. Several conversions 
have occurred recently in the mid-week 
services, and the attendance shows a grow- 
ing hunger on the part of the members for 
that fellowship which the prayer-meetings 
are intended to foster. As viewed from al- 


.most any conceivable angle, the Portsmouth 


church is showing a more vigorous life than 
for many years. 


Wolfeboro, N. H.—Rev. Carlyle Summer- 
bell’s latest book, ““Public Activities of J. J. 
Summerbell,” is a tribute of love which 
would doubtless prove profitable to a great 
many of our New England people to read. 
In his preface, the author brings out two 
very strong characteristics of his subject: 
He shows to what a remarkable degree his 
father had developed a methodical care of 
his energies, and yet kept free that spon- 
taneity of life which allows a wise range 
for the emotions. The brethren who con- 
tributed chapters on various phases of the 
subject’s many-sided life have done their 
work so admirably, that these who were 
fortunate enough to know J. J. Summer- 
bell, may see that no line of fulsome praise 
has been penned throughout the entire vol- 
ume. Only such words of appreciation as 
the character under discussion fully war- 
ranted are to be found, which gives the book 
such dignity yet warm interest, ag to make 
it one to be highly prized by those who wish 
to keep in mind the heroic deeds of our great 
leaders. 





. Stratham, N. H.—A deputation of young 
men from our State College spent Friday 
night, Saturday, and Sunday with the 
Stratham churches, Feb. 16, 17, and 18. 
Sunday morning after listening to a book 
review by one of the students, The Courage 
of the Commonploce, which was given in a 
very interesting and pleasing manner, the 
pastor extended an invitation to the young 
men and boys to accept Christ as the Cap- 
tain of their salvation, and sixteen respond- 
ed who had not previously made any public 
acknowledgment of their need of the Mas- 
ter. This makes about twenty-five thus far 
in the two months of the present year. 
There are still quite a number for whom 
prayer is being offered in expectation of an 
early surrender.—P. S. SAILER. 





ILLINOIS 


Danville, Feb. 24—Rev. Thomas Snyder 
is recovering from a severe attack of 
pneumonia. He is eighty-two years old, 
and very strong for a man of his age. Bro. 
Snyder was among the first preachers of 
our people in Vermilion County, Illinois. 
At last report Revs. Patterson and Draper 
were much improved.—C. W. KERST. 


Marietta, Feb. 19—I was at Lewistown 
over Sunday and had a real good day. This 
church has had a one for some time, 
but there is a brighter day for the church 
as I see it. The Sunday-school is very m- 
teresting, and we have a better attendance 
according to our enrollment than any of the 
Sunday-schools. Our school had forty yes- 
terday, and our enrollment is ely sixty- 
one. Pray for us, brethren.—F, G. BELL. 


Tuscola, Feb. 16—Nineteen Endeavorers 
of the Tuscola Christian Endeavor Society 
took part in sentence prayers on last Sun- 
day evening. They have a wall chart indi- 
cating the amount offered at each service 
together with the attendance, etc. The in- 
terest in each meeting is indicated at a 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the Srmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 


glance. Prayer is the key for success in 
every laudable undertaking. The church or 
individual who prays becomes missionary in 
the truest sense. Am at home for a much- 
needed rest. Pastor Cochnower is earnestly 
moving along with his work, both at Tus- 
= and at Lake Fork. Let us pray for him. 
—HOEL. 


Louisville, Feb. 24—Our meeting at 
Washington Grove starts off well. Three 
accessions—young ladies—on Sunday even- 
ing. A nice class of young people. We 
are expecting a bunch of young men to 
come into church. People here are nice 
and courteous in their homes, but the ma- 
jority are slow and indifferent about church 
and religion. We are hoping to break 
through to large victory. We are glad to 
see the good report of the revival at Louis- 
ville. Good reports still come. Rev. C. A. 
Fisher, of Lewistown, IIl., has an evangel- 
istic team. He has fine success. If any 
church wants a good revival write Bro. 
Fisher at the above address. He will do 
you good service.—A. H. B. 


Tuscola, Feb.—The Secretary of Mis- 
sions of the Central Illinois Christian Con- 
ference urges the churches of the above con- 
ference to pay heed to the coming March 
call for foreign missions. He hopes that 
every church and member of the conference 
may give as the Lord has prospered and 
that not a single church may be de- 
linquent. It is a call of the Lord to His 
people. May we all do our humble part. 
The church at Tuscola is remodeling their 
lighting system and doing some other need- 
ed repairs. Twenty-five prayers were of- 
fered at the Christian Endeavor service on 
last Sunday evening. There is to be quite 
a class of new members to be added to the 
U. C. Chapel at the next regular meeting. 
Splendid audiences greeted us on last Sun- 
day. Am very sorry to hear of the poor 
health of Bro. Wm. Campbell, of Greenup. 
He has not been able of late to fill his ap- 
pointments. Let us pray for him a long life 
of usefulness. The churches at Lake Fork 
and Tuscola kindly remembered their pas- 
tor with a suit of clothes on last week. 
Rev. S. Price filled his pulpit at Pierson, 
Sunday. He has been ably assisting pastor 
A. O. Jacobs, of the Olney church, in special 
meetings.—HOEL. 


Olney, Feb. 24—I am pleased to read of 
the good meetings that are being held by the 
brethren in the different localities. We are 
glad to report a few things of our work 
here at Olney. Elder Price came down and 
preached eight powerful sermons to large 
congregations, which resulted in a great re- 
vival in the church and town. Some thirty 
came forward. The church rallied fine and 
gave some fine demonstrations of -Chris- 
tian service. Rev. Price is far in advance 
of the average evangelist, though he is a 
regular pastor, and of course cannot give 
his time to this kind of work. He has done 
some work here that is very promising. In 
addition to lifting the conference note, which 
was for the benefit of this church, we have 
recently raised about $1,500.00 more. We 
are very grateful to God and our friends 
for this. The Lord will help if we try. We 
are glad also to note that Field Secretary 
Bennett is meeting with splendid success 
in the Western Conference. This is a work 
that is very much needed. The State needs 
to get under this work. Elder Bennett is 
doing work that is worth while. He is now 
in Northern Conference, Ashton, Ill. Sorry 
to learn that our secretary of the confer- 
ence is not in good health, and has found 
it necessary to give up pastoral work. Rev. 
Thos. Wade has just closed a very helpful 
meeting with the Hunt City chu A re- 
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cent communication from Elder Bradbury 
says that his work at Darlington, Ind., is 
doing fine. Elders Tracy and Wade were 
with us last night in the meeting here at 
Olney. Bro. Wade goes to Bethlehem, and 
Bro. Tracy to Freedom for Sunday. Elder 
Price went to his appointment at Porter- 
ville. His work there is prospering. He 
is to hold a meeting next week for the 
U. B. church near Casey, Ill: Rev. G. R. 
Hammond has been very much indisposed 
the past winter, but is again able to attend 
his charges. We are without sufficient words 
toreally express ourselves to the many people 
who came to our rescue in helping save this 
work here. And yet there is a heavy load— 
a little over $3,000 yet. More than the above 
amount has been paid in the last two years. 
So, brethren, you have reason to believe that 
God will some day get this point on a basis 
without debt, if the people will stay with us 
and help. Rev. Tracy has recently closed 
a good meeting at Mt. Olive church. ALVIN 
O. JACOBS. 


Flora, Feb. 23—Assisted by Rev. H. S. 
Early, evangelist, of Olney, we held a rous- 
ing good meeting at Richland Christian 
church, closing Sunday night, after two 
weeks. The Lord was certainly present at 
that meeting. The church was practically 
dead, or worse, torn up by dissension. But 
by the goodness of God that is all changed 
and the membership is now in harmony, in 
fact, members that had not been to church 
for more than two years were regular in 
attendance. The few faithful souls who 
had been bearing the brunt of the battle to 
keep the old ship on top were greatly re- 
joiced over the new conditions. All denom- 
nations nearly were represented in the 
active service, especially on the rostrum. 
Bro. Early is‘ of the Missionary Baptist 
faith and a real missionary in work, going 
to any church that may call him. He is a 
man of sterling character, large experience 
and a deep student of the Bible, besides be- 
ing a forceful and fluent speaker, full of 
the love of Christ and humanity. Sister 
Mary Broadwell, the pastor’s sister, M. E., 
South, greatly assisted in the music and in 
talks to the young people. As a result of 
the meeting there were twenty-one conver- 
sions, thirteen accessions to the church, 
with others to follow. The outsiders speak 
of the meeting as one of the best ever held 
in that church, both as to the presentation 
of the Word and in the good order main- 
tained. The Lord willing, we begin a meet- 
ing at Sims to-morrow, Feb. 24. Pray that 
the harvest may be great.—G. H. Broap- 
WELL. 


INDIANA 


Wakarusa, Feb. 20—Several cases of 
scarlet fever in the village have caused 
the health officer to declare all public gath- 
erings closed from Feb. 17 to at least March 
3. At that time future action will depend 
on the condition. This will at least delay, 
if not lessen, the foreign mission offering. 
Our family has escaped the disease thus 
far.—S1Las MOSTELLER. 


Alexandria, Feb. 23—We closed a three 
weeks’ meeting at South Liberty, February 
19th, with four conversions and four re- 
claimed. This was a very successful meet- 
ing considering our meeting last year with 
fifty-two . conversions. Rev. Vern Hiatt 
of Alexandria helped in the meeting. His 
work was very satisfactory to myself and 
the. church. Hiatt has an unusual 
flow of language and a freedom in the 
pes very rare for one of his experience. 

e speaks in the spirit with great force. 
Those needing revival help will make no 
mistake in getting him. Bro. Hiatt and I 
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begin a revival at Pikes Peak on the’ 24th. 
inst., after which we go to Union Valley. 
—Wm. CUNNINGHAM. 


Cynthiana, Feb. 20—We are in the midst 
of mighty awakening at New Liberty 
church, near Cynthiana. It is one of the 
oldest churches in the State, and made up 
of the finest class of people anywhere to be 
found. We were here two years ago, last 
August, and assisted pastor, Rev. J. B. 
Littell, in a two-weeks’ meeting, which re- 
sulted in much good, but the people felt that 
the time given to the meetings was too 
short, so we were recalled for this month. 
The pastor, Prof. Herbert G. Tovey, had 
everything in order, a fine choir of thirty- 
five splendid voices, and since has organized 
a male chorus and evangelistic team of 
thirty-five. Committees were appointed, 
personal workers’ meetings were held, the 
territory districted and worked, and all un- 
converted persons tabulated, and the peo- 
ple united—not a discordant note anywhere, 
so that it was a foregone conclusion before 
the evangelist came there would be a great 
meeting. The singing from Prof. Tovey’s 
new book, Appeals in Song, just off the 
press is being used, and that wonderful song 
by our beloved Brother R. H. McDaniel, 
“Since Jesus Came Into My Heart,” is one 
of the favorites. Prof. Tovey is one of the 
best song leaders and solo singers it has 
been our pleasure to hear. He just makes 
everybody sing and the very walls of the 
old church become vibrant with praise when 
the great congregation joins in “Everybody 
Ought to Love Jesus.” Men and women are 
being gloriously saved, and the whole 
church is revived. Church members are 
digging down into deeper depths, and find- 
ing that Jesus cannot only save, but that 
He can save to the uttermost. Some of the 
leading members of the church have come 
out into the clear light of assurance and 
power, and it is worth coming miles to see 
their faces shine with joy, and hear them 
testify to the saving power of God. Con- 
versions every night—power increasing— 
hope to close in a blaze of glory.—G. W. 
SHEPHERD. 


MICHIGAN 


Portland, Feb. 22—Sunday, Feb. 18, was 
the last and greatest day of the three weeks’ 
union revival services which Dr. Maurice 
Fikes has been conducting in Portland. 
There were eleven converts at the morning 
service, twenty-seven at the afternoon, and 
fifty-five in the evening, among whom were 
many of our leading business men. The 
total number of converts is 377. The scene 
at the tabernacle Sunday night was one nev- 
er to be forgotten. Intense interest was 
written on every face and there has been 
no such meeting in Portland in recent years, 
if ever.—D. E. MILLARD. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Greensboro, Feb. 22—A local paper gives 
the following account of the good work go- 
ing on in the First Christian church in 
this city under the preaching of Rev. L. E. 
Follansbee, who is aiding Dr. P. H. Flem- 
ing in a series of meetings: 


As the revival at the First Christian church yester- 
day entered its second week there was a perceptible 
deepening of religious feeling and a stirring of the 
church membership. 

Dr. Follansbee’s text yesterday morning was “Look 
Upon Us,” the words of Peter when he and John 
were asked by the beggar-cripple at the beautiful 
gate for alms. People of the world, said the preach- 
er, are looking upon church members and consider- 
ing their examples. In this way every professed 
Christian is influencing those with whom he comes 
in contact. How important then it is that when 
people look upon those who call themselves Christians 
that they see in church members something of the 
ideal of Jesus Christ. The illustrations were numer- 
ous and in point. As they were recited tears came 
to the eyes of many in his audience. 

It was denied by the preacher that a man can be 
saved by sincerity in a wrong belief. He illustrated 
by saying that if he took a southbound train to go 
to Washington, no matter how sincere he was, he 
would be carried in the wrong direction and could 
not reach the place to which he desired to go. Sin- 
cerity alone cannot save a man. 

In the afternoon Dr. Follansbee delivered before 
a large congregation what he termed a_ sermon- 


lecture. The text was Judges 19:17, “Whither goest 
thou? And whence comest thou?” The subject was 
“The Crossroads of Life.” 


The scene was one in 
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early Hebrew history. It was enjoined upon house- 
holders of the time to entertain travelers, and it was 
a mark of hospitality to ask of those entertained 
the questions with reference to their starting-point 
and their destination. 

The speaker wondered if all his audience knew the 
road they were traveling and had a definite idea as 
to their destination.’ He referred to the roads built 
by ancient Rome, of which there were many from 
outlying provinces to the seven-hilled city, until the 
saying arose, “‘All roads lead to Rome.” When at 
points the roads crossed others the signs were erected, 
“Quo vadis,” with a hand pointing downward to the 
repository in which were directions for the traveler. 

When a young man the speaker was told, he said, 
by an old man whom he asked for information as 
to a road, that if he “started on the straight road 
from one point to another and kept going, he could 
not miss his way.”’” One loses his way when he turns 
aside, expecting to come back presently to the main 
highway. Throughout the sermon the apt illustra- 
tions held the closest attention of his audience. No 
report of Dr. Follansbee’s sermons or lectures that 
does not give his thoughts and illustrations in full 
can carry to readers an appreciative understanding 
of his matchless discourses. The closing of the after- 
noon’s sermon was an appeal to those who stood 
at the crossroads to choose the right course, and 
not make of life a wandering and dismal failure. 

In the evening the preacher’s subject was ‘The 
Unalterable Handwriting,’’ and again the congrega- 
tion was thrilled as Dr. Follansbee spoke of the im- 
possibility of blotting out a record once made. Only 
the atoning blood of Christ can wash from that record 
the stains placed there by human conduct. 


NEBRASKA 


Superior, Feb. 19—The 21st of January, 
1917, Bro. D. M. Helfenstein, D. D., com- 
menced a meeting with the Olive Hill 
Christian church in Jewell County, Kansas, 
which we all felt was a good meeting, and 
while we felt.we never had so much to come 
in to hinder—storm and cold—yet in spite 
of it all, the church was revived and we 
had eight additions to the church, and think 
there were seeds planted that will yield 
fruit. Mrs. Thomas and I felt we were 
richly paid to have Bro. Helfenstein in our 
home, as I met him about twenty-six years 
ago when I had a sister Laura in the 
LeGrand Christian College, and twenty-four 
years ago I was called to hold a meeting 
for him in LeGrand, and the same year Mrs. 
Thomas and I were united in marriage. She 
was a student in the college there so we 
could talk over old times and we felt after 
awhile we will meet up in the Father’s 
house above where there will be no good- 
byes. I intended to speak about the new 
parsonage, but will write later about it.— 
ALonzo A. THOMAS. 


OHIO 


Eagle Chapel—We commenced our meet- 
ing at this place, January 28, with good suc- 
cess; a revival in the church, with sixteen 
accessions, all but one adults. One whole 
family, father, mother, one bay, and one 
girl, the other two having come in the 
church last winter. This is our first year 
with this people, whom we find a spiritual 
people. We have received eighteen so far 
as members, all adults except one. We are 
looking forward to greater things and bet- 
ter results in the future. May the Lord 
bless the folks at both Hamersville and 
Eagle Chapel is the prayer of their pastor. 
—wW. V. MILLER. 


Lynchburg—We commenced our meeting 
at Hamersville, Dec. 4, and continued two 
weeks. Had a good meeting in the church. 
The membership was greatly revived. There 
were three accessions to the church. We 
hope everything will be in fine shape for 
the O. S. C. C., when it meets in October. 
On last Sunday, February 18, we received 
by confession a young married man. We 
were glad to see this, for it looks like he 
was starting in life’s warfare with his wife, 
who is one of our Sunday-school teachers, as 
well as public school teachers, so we wish 
Brother and Sister Bennett Trout a happy 
and prosperous life. 


Houston, Feb. 22—When Christ is per- 
mitted to enter the hearts of men and be- 
come the guide and counselor of their lives, 
there is ever a renewed activity in Chris- 
tian work. And if every Christian were but 
zealous to have all men know Christ, what 
might not be accomplished for Christ. This 
is one of the things Rev. Burnell continu- 
ally emphasized while in a sixteen days’ 
meeting with us at Houston. And, as al- 
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ways, as people became interested in seeing 
souls saved and in doing personal work to- 
ward that end, a strong interest was created 
in the meeting and continued to grow. Rev. 
Burnell, pastor at Pleasant Hill, gave us 
some splendid evangelistic sermons during 
the meeting and the community was sorry to 
see the meetings close. There were ten ac- 
cessions to the church, making a total of 
fifteen for the present year, and a number 
of lives were touched and will be led to bet- 
ter service for the Master. May God con- 
tinue His work with us and grant to lead 
— to become His followers.—KLISE S. 
ING. 


Troy, Feb. 20—The Troy Daily Record of 
yesterday says: 


The congregation and officials of the First Chris- 
tian church extended the hand of fellowship to a 
class of forty-four new members, Sunday, there being 
one reconsecration. All except one of this number 
were received at the morning service. In this num- 
ber are eight entire families. 

The morning service was arranged principally in 
the interest of the junior congregation. The church 
now holds one service for them per month, which 
they seem glad to attend and eagerly look forward 
to. The sermon was illustrative of life’s secret, with 
an application of the new life in Christ. In the 
evening the pastor’s sermon was addressed principal- 
ly to the members of the Young People’s Society of 
Christian Endeavor. The Bible narrative of David 
and Goliath furnished the basis of the sermon. 

All the music of the day was of a high order and 
was greatly appreciated. In the morning the chorus 
choir sang, “The Harvest Time” and the church 
quartet rendered, “A Perfect Day.” In the evening 
the audience was favored by three splendid devotional 
numbers by the Miriam Quartet from Covington. 

Both morning and evening services were largely at- 
tended, the auditorium being crowded in the morn- 
ing and an overflow meeting being required at night. 
Attendance at Bible school was 435. There was a 
fine interest in all departments. 

Next Sunday afternoon at two o’clock a baptismal 
service will be observed in the church. 


Spencerville, Feb. 20—The Lima Times- 
Democrat of Feb. 19, through a Spencer- 
ville correspondent, says: 


The Christian church of this place was packed to 
overflowinge last night to hear C. E. Strawbridge, 
postman-evangelist of Lima, deliver his address, 
“What Then Shall I Do With Jesus Who Is Called 
the Christ?” Mr. Strawbridge has been assisting the 
local pastor, Rev. G. W. Foltz, during the week, and 
more than a dozen adult converts have responded to 
his. call to a better life. The attendance has been 
steadily increasing and since the middle of the week 
has been in the neighborhood of two hundred and fifty 
a night. 

Rev. Foltz was absent from the city yesterday, fill- 
ing the pulpit of Mr. Strawbridge, at Mt. Victory, 
where he has a regular pastorate. Several Lima 
people have attended the meetings during the past 
week, among them being Walter Wetherill, Edward 
Jones, Sherman Leist, Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Bible, and 
the evangelist’s wife. 

Just how long the meetings will continue is not 
known, as the interest manifested has far surpassed 
all expectations of the ministers and promoters of 
the campaign. Spencerville is in the midst of a 
spiritual awakening, such as has never been ex- 
perienced before. Long before time to begin services 
the house is filled with eager people, anxious to hear 
the gospel. message which is brought to them by the 
popular Lima letter-carrier, who was a convert in 
the Billy Sunday meetings at that place six years ago. 

Special music features all the meetings, conducted 
by the local pastor, Rev. Foltz, who is credited with 
being one of the leading evangelistic singers of the 
Northwestern Ohio Christian Conference. On last 
Thursday evening special music was furnished by 
more than a score of men and women over sixty 
years of age, who were each presented with a white 
carnation, a gift from the evangelist who declared 
he believed one of the greatest mistakes made by 
many people is to wait until death closes the eyes 
of our friends before we present them with a few 
flowers. 

“Give your flowers to the living!’ he thundered 
over the heads of the aged soldiers of the cross who 
stood before him, “and let them know you appreciate 
their friendship while they are with you.” 

Mr. Strawbridge will speak again to-night and it is 
expected that Walter Wetherill, also a letter-carrier of 
Lima, will conduct one service this week, which will 
be more expressly intended for the young people. Mr. 
Wetherill is a favorite among the young people here 
and it is quite likely a full house will greet him, as 


* he spoke a few minutes last Saturday evening when 


he made a profound impression upon his hearers. 
His “Sunshine” song pleased the young element pres- 
ent and older ones as well. 


Words cannot express the appreciation the people 
have, for Mr. Strawbridge has always been a favorite 
here, as he has addressed the local congregation on 
numberless occasions previously. 


Murlin Heights, Feb. 19—We have just 
closed a three weeks’ revival with splendid 
results. There was a good interest from 
the beginning, and although our attendance 
‘was not large, owing to the inclemency of 
the weather, the Holy Spirit was present 
and we enjoyed great seasons of spiritual 
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refreshing together. We had thirty-seven 
accessions, twenty-eight by confession, and 
nine by transfer of membership. Bro. 
Pleasant was the evangelist and gave us the 
gospel with all the force and earnestness 
that he possessed. We enjoyed several 
special features, suchas children’s night, 
men’s night, woman’s night, fraternal night, 
besides one service especially for women and 
another especially for men. We also enjoyed 
several selections of special music. Mr. 
Larson, of the Crown Point church, gave us 
a beautiful clarinet solo, accompanied by 
our pianist, Mrs. Flossie Maxton. “The 
Harmony Male Quartet,” of Dayton, spent 
one afternoon and evening service with us 
and gave us several selections for which 
we were very grateful. These men love to 
sing and we feel sure they will be a great 
help in singing their Master’s praise. Our 
work at Murlin Heights is taking on new 
life and we hope and pray by the Lord’s help 
to build up a good work at that place. This 
is the second meeting the writer enjoyed 
with Bro. Pleasant. The first at Crown 
Point, Bro. Pleasant’s pastorate, where we 
had twenty-two accessions, and the other at 
our own charge with thirty-seven acces- 
sions, making in all fifty-seven accessions 
in the two meetings. Bro. Daniel G. Pleas- 
ant preaches with the force of a Daniel and 
with his “Pleasant” smile is bound to be a 
soul-winner for Jesus Christ. The writer 
did the preaching at the Crown Point meet- 
ing and conducted the music at Murlin 
Heights service. Our work together shall 
always be remembered by the writer and 
we hope again to be called to do work to- 

ther in helping to win the world for 

hrist.—G. ROBERT VAN ZANT. 


BIEDERWOLF REVIVAL OPENS IN 
LAWRENCE 


With an audience of five thousand, Dr. 
Biederwolf launched a vigorous campaign 
in the tabernacle at Lawrence, Mass., on the 
eighteenth of February, 1917. The offering 
for the first day (two services) amounted 
to $2,672.03. 

The Biederwolf party have been spread- 
ing the gospel from sunny California to 
rocky New Englaad, and have been the 
storm-center of a great revival spirit which 
is sweeping America for Christ. At Wilk- 
insburg, Pa., where a campaign has just 
closed, there were eleven policemen on duty 
at the tabernacle. Shielded behind the maj- 
esty of the law, these men were thought im- 
pervious to anything in the way of personal 
appeal, and yet seven of them responded by 
giving their lives to the Master. 

Despite the preponderance of Catholics 
and a large population of foreigners, Law- 
rence is entering whole-heartedly into the 
campaign. Thirty churches are cooperating, 
the local ministers are on the firing-line, 
cottage prayer-meetings are being held four 
days a week, and every trolley-car in the 
city is aiding the work of publicity by free 
advertising space. 

The building is 310 feet in length, three 
feet longer than the Sunday tabernacle in 
Boston. It is 184 feet wide, and was con- 
structed under the eye of Rev. C. Connor 
Brown, advance agent. It has a seating 
capacity of six thousand. The platform 
holds a choir of twelve hundred, but in Law- 
rence the choir broke all records at the out- 
set by filling every seat and overflowing in- 
to the audience. Mr. William McEwan, 
musical director and former Scotch come- 
dian, expressed marked approval of the en- 
thusiasm displayed in the song service. 

A guaranteed fund of $37,000 has been 
underwritten by the clergymen and laymen 
of the city, to cover the expenses of the 
campaign. 


DEATH OF REV. WILLIAM HEFLIN 


Rev. William Heflin, ex-vice-president of 
Northwestern Indiana Conference, passed 
efully to immortal climes, Monday even- 
ing, February 12, 1917, in home of his 
youngest son, George, surrounded by_hi 
wife and children, in New London, Ind., 





aged 74 years, 9 months, and 28 days. For 
more than forty years he was a minister in 
the Christian Church, and as a semi-pioneer 
he endured privation and hardship, as all 
those who were contemporary with him can 
testify. He was a post-graduate in. the 
school of self-denial, and attained a pro- 
ficiency in his high calling that brought 





REV. WILLIAM HEFLIN 


may souls into saving relationship with the 
Lo 


His obsequies were a triumph; from far 
and near came friends to bear witness to 
their respect for him, and the work so dear 
to his heart and life. 

Funeral services Thursday forenoon, Feb. 
15, from Friends church in New London, 
Rev. George Foster, of Tipton, delivering 
eulogy; Rev. R. E. Wearly, of Swayzee, 
read Scripture lesson; Rev. R. H. Gott, 
Kokomo, gave invocation; Rev. S. E. Mc- 
Coy, master ceremonies. 

Following brethren formed circle about 
casket when Rev. McCoy offered prayer: 
N. McClain, A. M. Thomas, J. E. Feather- 
stone, C. E. McCoy, G. D. Foster, R. H. 
Gott, R. E. Wearly, and A. W. Bowyer. 

Relatives remaining and anticipating a 
glad reunion in the heavenly home are: the 
wife, three sons, three daughters, two step- 
daughters, two brothers, three sisters, and a 
number of grandchildren. 

The going of Rev. Heflin deprives in the 
main in councils of Northwestern Confer- 
ence the wisdom and instruction borne by 
the aged minister as result of their long 
rich experience. 

The type of ministry of which he was 
such splendid verification is rapidly pass- 
ing. We shall not again behold his like. 
His form is gone, his memory lingereth. 

R. H. Gott 


DIRECTOR OF MISSIONARY COURSE 


Rev. Edmond F. Cook, D. D., has accepted 
a call of The Moody Bible Institute, of Chi- 
cago, to become Director of its Missionary 
Course. He has been Foreign Missionary 
Secretary of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, for seven years, during 
which time he has visited the various mis- 
sion lands in which that Church is repre- 
sented. Prior thereto he was the Educa- 
tional Secretary of its Board of Missions, 
after having spent fifteen years in the pas- 
torate. 

Dr. Cook has always been especially in- 
terested in interdenominational missions, 
which is one reason for his joining the fac- 
ulty of The Moody Bible Institute. He is 
now a member of the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America, a member of 
the Commission on cooperation in Latin- 
America, a member of the Committee on 
Foreign Missions of the Federal Council of 
Churches, and a director of the Missionary 
Education Movement. 

His interest in education has led him to 
accept office as a Trustee of the Nankin 
University, Nanking, China, and also o 
Union College, Seoul, Korea, and as com- 
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missioner of the college at Kobe, Japan. 
He expects to construct a Missionary Course 
in The Moody Bible Institute that will at- 
tract more of the Christian young men and 
women of our colleges to devote their lives 
to missions along conservative and evan- 
gelical lines. 


A BRIEF TRIBUTE TO TRUE MERIT 


Rev. E. D. Simmons, near forty years 
ago, organized the Christian church in Gar- 
field, near Crawfordsville, Indiana. Among 
the charter members were Calvin Long and 
wife. December 7, 1916, Mr. Lond de- 
ceased, aged 79 years, 9 months, and 7 
days. Rev. Simmons was called to deliver 
the funeral address from Mr. Long’s late 
home in Crawfordsville. Garnering fruit 
after forty years is a privilege not accord- 
ed to many in the ministry. 


Rev. Simmons and wife have recently 
passed through serious illness. Both are 
now aged and frail, but are like unto rip- 
ened wheat ready for garnering. 

It is but just and due to make the public 
statement that Rev. E. D. Simmons organ- 
ized more churches, received more members 
to fellowship, than any minister who ever 
held membership in Western Indiana Con- 
ference. He had an attractive personality, 
and a spiritual power in the days of his 
strong manhood that was simply irresistible. 

In the evening of ltfe he fares well— 
comfortable home, regular small income, 
and friends by the hundreds. He sang for 
me and a grouv of ministers recently: “I 
Have Reached the Land of Corn and Wine.” 
He said had he his life to live over, he would 
preach Jesus. R. H. Gort. 








Lited and Compe 

Herbert G. Tovey 
and 

Harry Dixon Loes 
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A NEW SONG BOOK 


Appropriately named for its songs, 


¢ 
will appeal to humanity—downcast, 
broken-hearted, as well as rejoicing. 


The compilers of the book are grad- 
uates of the Music Department of 
The Moody Bible Institute, and have 
had a wide experience in the work of 
Gospel Song. They know well the 

i needs of the evangelist and the evan- 
gelistic singer, as well as the kind of 
songs that grip the people. 


Rev. Herbert G. Tovey is a member 
of the Southern Indiana Christian 
Conference, and the book contains 
Rev. R. H. McDaniel’s song, “Since 
Jesus Came Into My Heart.” 


More than 40 of the songs are pub- 
lished for the first time. The Soak 
contains 131 songs, is bound with 
manila covers, and furnished at 15c 
per single copy, postpaid, or $10.00 
per hundred, not prepaid. 
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NATIONAL DANGER AND THE GOSPEL 


“We of the United States are like a peo- 
ple living under the rim of a volcano,” said 
Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of The Moody 
Bible Institute, at the opening of the Re- 
vival Conference held in Chicago, commem- 
orating the eightieth anniversary of the 
birth of D. L. Moody, and the thirtieth of 
the founding of the Institute. “During the 
past two years many rumblings have warn- 
ed of national peril. The present time is 
one of spiritual need and national danger 
different from any the United States ever 
has known. ‘Man’s Day,’ so strongly char- 
acteristic of the time, has put God_in the 
background—His Word, His works, His day, 
His plan of salvation, His unutterable com- 
passion for sinning, blinded, wrecked hu- 
manity! 

“Many preachers are concerned with vari- 
ous reforms, rather than the preaching of 
the gospel, like the pastor of a church in 
San Francisco, reported recently to have 
suffered extraordinary experience. He had 
enlisted the city authorities in an endeavor 
to rid his neighborhood of women of ill- 
repute, whereup these unfortunate ones, to 
the number of: five hundred, went in a body 
tu his church, their leader boldly taking a 
place beside him on the platform. ‘Here we 
are,’ was her cry, ‘What will you do with 
us? Men are responsible for our condition, 
men of your church and other churches, and 
you are trying to drive us away. Jesus 
Christ wouldn’t do that. He didn’t treat 
Mary Magdalene that way. He showed com- 
passion for the woman taken in adultery. 
What are you going to do with us?’ Where- 
at the preacher. trembled before his unwel- 
come visitors and said, ‘I don’t know what 
I can do.’” e 





TO PROTECT ALIENS 


Bishop Earl Cranston, of Washington, 
headed a delegation which January 24 call- 
ed upon President Wilson and presented 
resolutions in support of legislation by 
Congress providing for the adequate Fee 
tection by the national government of aliens 
in this country “and for the creatién of a 
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Federal Commission of not less than five 
members for the study of the entire prob- 
lem of the relations of America with Japan 
and China.” Other members of the delega- 
tion were Drs. Charles S. Macfarland, Fred- 
erick Lynch, and Sidney L. Gulick, of New 
York, and Drs. Wallace Radcliffe and 
Henry K. Carroll, of Washington. At 
10:30 in the morning the delegation ap- 
peared before the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and presented the same 
resolutions. 

These resolutions had been adopted by “A 
Conference on America’s Oriental Prob- 
lems,” held in New York, September 28, 
1916, and by the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America at its quad- 
rennial meeting held in St. Louis in De- 
cember. 

Former Presidents Harrison, McKinley, 
Taft, and Roosevelt were quoted in support 
of legislation by Congress which would pro- 
tect the rights of aliens. Mr. Taft, it was 
said, had compiled and published a list of 
seventy-three aliens who had been murder- 
ed between 1885 and 1910, in addition to a 
larger number who had been wounded, be- 
sides thousands who had been driven from 
their homés by lawless mobs. Mr. Taft was 
also quoted as asserting that such acts of 
lawless mobs may at any time involve the 
United States in difficulties with other na- 
tions, because, under present laws, such 
cases can only be dealt with by the States 
in which the crimes occur. 

The resolution asking that Congress 
authorize the President to appoint an 
Oriental Commission suggested that Con- 
gress invite Japan and China to appoint 
similar commissions and that the American 
Commission meet with the two Asiatic com- 
missions in their respective countries. 








Marriages 





COMPTON—ROUSE.—Benjamin H. Compton and 
Blossom May Rouse were united in marriage at the 
home of the bride’s mother—Etta Rouse, in Clifford, 
Indiana, Saturday, Feb. 24, 1917, at high noon. The 
bride is teacher in the Clifford schools, and the groom 
a progressive farmer. A most promising future is 
auspicious. The bride’s pastor officiated. 

B. ‘W. STODDARD. 





Obituaries 


Notice—Under order of the Board of Trustees, 
after January 1, 1917, all obituaries, not exceeding 
fifty words, will be published free of charge, but for 
every word in excess of fifty, a charge of one cent a 
word will be made. Money should accompany the 
obituary when sent. The editor has no choice to 
favor one or another. If the obituary exceeds fifty 
words and no money accompanies it, the editor must 
cut it down to fifty. Please take notice and govern 
yourself accordingly. 








MRS. RHODA DENISON, the mother of Rev. 
Clark A. Denison, died February 18, 1917, aged 72 
years, 10 months, and 14 days. She was a good 
Christian and a kind mother. 


WASHINGTON MESSIMORE, 1831-1917. Six 
years a trustee of the Eel River Conference and 
twenty-four years clerk of the Sidney church. In 
1860 he became a Mason and in 1868 a Christian. 
Survived by wife and daughter Florence. Funeral 
Sunday, February 18, conducted by J. H. Lightbourne. 


ELIZA JANE GIBBONS, born at Peru, Indiana, 
August 22, 1852, died February 3, 1917, aged 64 years, 
5 months, and 11 days. She leaves a husband, two 
children, ten grandchildren, and one great grand- 
child. Funeral conducted at the home on February 5, 
by the writer. F. G. BELL. 


MRS. PRISCILLA (WHINNERY) METCALF 
was born near Wilmington, Ohio, August 26, 1855, 
and died Feb, 8, 1917, aged 61 years, 5 months, and 
12 days. She was united in marriage with Filmore H. 
Metcalf, September 21, 1879. She has been a faithful 
member of the Christian church, Plum Tree, Ind., 
for more than twenty years. Funeral services were 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. A. W. Sparks, Defiance, 
Ohio. sremneeet in the Woodlawn Cemetery, War- 
ren, In 


EPHRAIM STOUT was born in Illinois, August 
29, 1830. He came to Iowa with his parents in 
1836. At the age of nineteen, he crossed the plains 
with an ox-team. Was called home in a few months 
by the death of his mother. In 1852 he again went 
to California and remained in the West seven years. 
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Was married to Angeline Miller, September 22, 1859. 
To this union were born six children, four girls and 
two boys. He was deacon in the Ebenezer Christian 
church for about thirty years. Departed this life 
February 13, 1917. Funeral from Ebenezer church, 
conducted by Rev. W. E. Burdine, pastor. 

Mrs. ELLA M. Fry. 








Official Information 





PASTOR WANTED 


The First Christian church of Langdon, New York, 
will be in need of a pastor, April 1, 1917. Any min- 
ister wishing any information can write to Mrs. 
Jennie Hays, Kirkwood, New York. 


NOTICE 


The church at Morganville, New York, will need a 
pastor after April 1, 1917. Any one wishing for 
oe address Mr. F. W. March, Morganville, 


OHIO CENTRAL CONFERENCE, ATTENTION 


The time for our annual offering for Defiance Col- 
lege has passed by, and I have received remittances 
from but two of our churches, Trenton and South 
Vienna. I hope our pastors and churches will not 
longer neglect this important matter, but call it up 
at your first opportunity and canvass your church 
people and send in your answers. The college is 
doing good work and needs, and should have, the 
cooperation of all our people, in liberal offerings and 
securing students and patrons for the college. “Be 
diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving the 
Lord (Jehovah).” H. J. Duckwortn, 

Secretary of Education. 


SUMMER CONFERENCES HELD UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF THE NATIONAL BOARD OF 
THE YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATIONS, 1917 


Colored Student, Spelman Seminary, Atlanta, Ga., 
May 25-June 4. 

Southern Student, Blue Ridge, N. C., June 1-11. 

East Central School Girls, Camp Nepahwin, Can- 
ton, Pa., June 13-21. 

Western Student, Presbyterian Assembly Grounds, 
Hollister, Mo., June 15-25. 

Eastern School Girls, Makonikey Camp, Vineyard 
Haven, Mass., June 18-25. 

_Central Student, First Section (Place not yet de- 
cided), June 18-28. 

Eastern Student, Silver Bay, N. Y., June 22-July 2. 
5 ene General, Seabeck, Wash., June 22- 
uly 2. 
3 — Central Student, Eagles Mere, Pa., June 26- 
uly 6. 

Western City, Presbyterian Assembly Grounds, Hol- 
lister, Mo., July 10-20. 

Eastern City, Silver Bay, N. Y., July 17-27. 

Southern City, Blue Ridge, N. C., July 20-30. 

Pacific Coast Student, Asilomar, Cal., August 1-11. 

Central City, College Camp, Lake Geneva, Wis., 
August 10-20. 

Central Student, Second Section, 
Lake Geneva, Wis., August 21-31. 

Town and Country, Conference Point, Lake Geneva, 
Wis., August 21-31. 

Pacific Coast City, Asilomar, Cal., August 21-31. 
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PUBLIC ACTIVITIES OF 
J. J. SUMMERBELL, D. D. 
Compiled by his son, 
Rev. Carlyle Summerbell, D. D., 
With Contributions From Various Writers. 


Preface. By Rev. Carlyle Summerbell, D. D. 

The Summerbeli Family. By Rev. Martyn 
Summerbeil, D. D., LL. D. 

The Gospel Minister. By Rev. S. Q. Helfen- 


College Camp, 


stein, D. D. 

The Pastor and Preacher. By Rev. Hugh A. 
Smith, D. D. 

The Orator. By Rev. F. H. Peters, D. D. 


The eee By Rev. O. B. Whitaker, 


The Author. By Rev. B. F. Vaughan. 

The — Official. By Rev. J. F. Burnett, 

The Editor. By Rev. Henry Crampton. 

The College Lecturer. By Pres. W. A. Har- 

r, Litt. D. 

The Man and Leader. By Prof. J. N. Dales, 
Contains 170 pages. Cloth Binding. 

Price, $1.00 per copy, postpaid. 
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